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A  FAMOUS  COLONIAL  MITCHELL. 

The  first  American  Mitchell  of  note  was  the  Rev. 
Jonathan  Mitchell,  minister  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  the  son 
of  Jonathan  Mitchell,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1624. 
He  was  brought  to  this  country  in  1 635  by  his  parents,  who 
sought  a  refuge  from  ecclesiastical  tyranny  in  the  wilder- 
ness. His  father  first  settled  at  Concord,  Mass.,  after- 
wards he  lived  at  Saybrook,  Wethersfield,  and  Stamford, 
Conn.,  and  died  in  1 645.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  graduated  at 
Harvard  college  in  1647,  having  made  great  acquisitions 
in  knowledge.  Under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Shepard  his 
mind  was  impressed  by  the  truths  of  religion.  While 
at  college  he  kept  a  diary  in  Latin. 

When  he  began  to  preach,  he  was  invited  to  settle  at 
Hartford,  Conn.,  but  he  was  ordained  at  Cambridge,  Mass., 
as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Shepard,  August  21,  1650.  Soon 
after  his  settlement,  President  Dunster  embraced  the 
principles  of  antipedbaptism.  This  was  a  peculiar  trial 
to  him;  but,  though  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  combat  the 
principles  of  his  former  tutor,  he  did  it  with  such  meekness 
of  wisdom,  as  not  to  lose  his  friendship,  though  the  con- 
troversy occasioned  his  removal  from  the  college.  In 
1662  he  was  a  member  of  the  synod,  which  met  in  Boston 
to  discuss  and  settle  a  question  concerning  church  member- 
ship and  church  discipline,  and  the  result  was  chiefly  writ- 
ten by  him.  The  determination  of  the  question  relating 
to  the  baptism  of  the  children  of  those  who  did  not  ap- 
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proach  the  Lord's  table,  and  the  support  thus  given  to 
what  is  called  the  half-way  covenant,  was  more  owing  to 
him  than  to  any  other  man.  Considering  baptized  per- 
sons as  members  of  the  church  and  liable  to  its  discipline, 
he  thought,  that  their  children  should  be  admitted  to 
baptism. 

He  died  July  9,  1668,  aged  42.  His  wife  was  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Shepard,  his  predecessor.  His  children 
were  John;  Nathaniel;  Samuel,  a  graduate  of  1681;  and 
Jonathan,  a  graduate  of  1 687.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  eminent 
for  piety,  wisdom,  humility,  and  love.  His  vigorous 
powers  of  mind  were  diligently  cultivated;  his  memory  was 
very  retentive;  and  he  had  acquired  much  learning.  He 
wrote  his  sermons  with  care  and  yet  preached  without 
notes,  speaking  with  great  majesty,  and  attaining  towards 
the  close  of  his  discourses  a  fervency,  which  was  most  ener- 
getic and  impressive.  His  delivery  awas  inimitable.  He 
was  frequently  called  to  ecclesiastical  councils,  and,  pos- 
sessing singular  acuteness,  prudence,  and  moderation,  he 
was  well  qualified  to  heal  differences. 

Attached  to  the  institutions  of  the  founders  of  New 
England,  he  frequently  said,  that  if  it  should  become  a 
general  opinion,  that  all  persons,  orthodox  in  judgment  as 
to  matters  of  faith,  and  not  scandalous  in  life,  should  be 
admitted  to  partake  of  the  Lord's  supper  without  any  ex- 
amination concerning  the  work  of  saving  grace  in  their 
hearts,  it  would  be  a  real  apostacy  from  former  principles, 
and  a  degeneracy  from  the  reformation  already  attained. 
He  was  faithful  and  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  the  sacred  office.  Beside  his  stated  labors  on  the  sab- 
bath, he  preached  a  monthly  lecture  upon  man's  misery 
by  sin,  salvation  by  Christ,  and  holy  obedience,  which  was 
much  attended  by  persons  from  the  neighboring  towns. 

He  published  a  letter  of  counsel  to  his  brother,  1664; 
an  election  sermon,  entitled,  Nehemiah  upon  the  wall  in 
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troublesome  times,  1667;  a  letter  concerning  the  subject 
of  baptism,  1675;  a  discourse  of  the  glory  to  which  God 
hath  called  believers  by  Jesus  Christ,  printed  in  London, 
and  reprinted  in  Boston,  in  1721. 

A  MASSACHUSETTS-MAINE  LINE. 

Thomas  Mitchell,  born  England,  1627,  died  Charles- 
town,  Mass.,  1677,  married  Anne  .  Children: 

Thomas,  Jr.,  married  November  1655,  Mary  Molton,  died 

1  September,  1709.  Children: 
Andrew,  born  1662. 
Mary,  married  1675,  William  Ellis. 
Thomas,  born  15  August,  1660. 
John,  born  29  July,  1 664. 
Abijah,  born  23  October,  1666. 
Caleb,  born  17  January,  1671,  died  1701. 

Andrew  (1)  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary,  married  12 
November,  1686.  Children: 
Mary,  born  26  July,  1687. 
Abigail,  born  13  February,  1689. 
Sarah,  born  2  November,  1690. 
Andrew,  born  25  January,  1694. 
James,  born  11  January,  1696. 
Eliz.,  born  7  January,  1698. 
Phillip,  born  11  September,  1699. 
Jane,  married  Geo.  Russell. 
Moses,  married  Margaret  Knowlton. 
Robert,  married  Alice  Harris. 

Andrew  Mitchell  (2)  born  1694,  died  Lunenburg, 

Mass.,  1761,  married  Martha  — — ■.  Children: 

Jane,  born  14  February,  1724,  marri&d  Geo.  Russell. 

Ruth,  born  19  Ju'y.  1726,  married  — —  Moore. 

Martha,  born  12  December,  1729,  married  John  Richards. 
Susannah,  born  27  December,  1 73 1 ,  married  Samuel  Russell. 
Hannah,  born  15  September,  1734. 
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Andrew,  born  18  January,  1738. 

Esther,  born  1 5  October,  1 740,  married  Mitchell  Richards. 
Mary,  born  19  July,  1745. 

Andrew  Mitchell  (3)  son  of  Andrew,  born  1738,  died 
Temple,   Maine,   married  26  October,    1776,  Roxanna 
McDonnell.  Children: 
Jonas,  born  8  April,  1 787,  died,  1 796. 
Andrew,  born  1780, 
and  six  others. 

Andrew  Mitchell  (4)  son  of  Andrew  and  Roxanna, 
born  1780,  Temple,  Maine.  Children: 
David,  born  27  February,  1813. 
Jonas,   born  1815. 
John. 
Lucy. 
Luther. 
Eliza. 
Susan. 

Jonas  Mitchell,  son  of  Andrew  (4)  and  Roxanna, 
born  1815,  died  1882,  married  Myra Campbell.  Children: 
Myra  Abby,  born  1833,  married  Reuben  Fenderson. 
Jonas  A.,  born  1835. 
Moses  C,  born  27  January,  1838. 
Marcus  M.,  born  10  June,  1840,  died  1862. 
Henry  H.,  born  1850. 

Moses  Campbell  Mitchell,  son  of  Jonas  and  Roxanna, 
born  Temple,  Maine,  27  January,  1838,  married  26  July, 
1876,  Mary  C.  Hanson.  Child: 
Alex.  H.,  born  7  May,  1878,  married  Marion  Hall. 

BOSTON  IN  1789. 

Recorded  in  the  Boston,  Mass.  Directory  for  1789, 
were: 

John  Mitchell,  mariner,  Fleet  St. 
John  Mitchell,  shop  keeper,  No.  32  Newbury,  Vt. 

4 


THE  GIRLS  OF  BETHLEHEM. 


The  Moravian  Seminary  for  Young  Ladies,  at  Beth- 
lehem, Penn.,  is  one  of  the  oldest  female  institutions  of 
learning  in  this  country.  Since  1 786,  thousands  of  young 
ladies  have  attended  the  Bethlehem  school.  In  the  early 
days  few  of  the  pupils  were  Moravians,  but  were  members 
of  aristocratic  and  wealthy  families,  and  for  many  years 
the  seminary  was  quite  the  vogue.  The  following  list  of 
pupils,  recently  found,  will  prove  of  great  genealogical 
interest: 
Class. 

1801.  Susan  Mitchell,  born  14  January,  1791,  daughter 
of  Andrew  Mitchell,  of  New  York. 

1806.  Mary  Ann  Mitchell,  born  3  April,  1795,  daughter 
of  Gov.  Nathaniel  Mitchell,  of  Delaware,  married 
13  February,  1817,  John  L.  Mason,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

1807.  Ann  Elizabeth  Mitchell,  born  28  June,  1798,  ward 
of  Mrs.  Ward,  of  New  York,  married  1822,  Thomas 
Newbold,  New  York,  died  1853,  in  New  York. 

1808.  Arm  Maria  Mitchell,  born  20  August,  1797,  daugh- 
ter of  Thos.  Mitchell,  of  Louisa  Co.,  Va. 

1833.    Anna  Mitchell,  ward  of  Archibald  Dunbar,  of 

Natchez,  Miss. 
1833.    Margaret  Mitchell,  ward  of  Archibald  Dunbar,  of 

Natchez,  Miss. 

1839.  Elizabeth  Mitchell,  daughter  of  J.  K.  Mitchell, 
M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia. 

1840.  Hannah  C,  Mitchell,  daughter  of  Alfred  Mitchell, 
of  Philadelphia,  married  27  September,  1853,  Fred 
Waydell,   New  York. 

1841.  Rosalie  A.  Mitchell,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Mitchell, 
of  Flushing,  Long  Island. 

1844.  Sarah  M.  Mitchell,  daughter  of  J.  K.  Mitchell, 
M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  married  William  Neilson. 
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1844.    Letitia  Mitchell,  daughter  of  J.  K.  Mitchell,  M. 

D.,  of  Philadelphia,  married  Geo.  L.  Harrison. 
1850.    Josephine  H.  Mitchell,  granddaughter  of   J.  D. 

Harris,  of  New  York. 
1863.    Clara  Mitchell,  daughter  of  Thos.  S.  Mitchell,  of 

Philadelphia. 

1863.    Lucinda  E.  Mitchell,  daughter  of  John  J.  Mitchell, 
of  Alton,  111. 

1863.  Juliana  M.  Mitchell,  daughter  of  John  C.  Mitchell, 
of  Philadelphia. 

1 864.  Mary  Ann  Mitchell,  daughter  of  William  H.  Mit- 
chell, of  Alton.  111. 

1865.  Lizzie  0.  Mitchell,  daughter  of  A.  S.  Mitchell,  of 
New  York. 

1868.    Alice  Mitchell,  daughter  of  Ira  Mitchell,  Port 
Colden,  N.  J. 

1871.    Mae  E.  Mitchell,  daughter  of  George  H.  Mitchell, 

of  Philadelphia. 
1873.    Lavina  H.  Mitchell,  daughter  of  J.  H.  Mitchell, 

of  Boston,  Mass. 

EARLY  PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICIALS. 

Richard  Mitchell  was  deputy  treasurer  of  Kent  Co., 
in  1684.    He  was  in  the  Assembly  1745-6. 

James  Mitchell  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Chester  Co.,  in  1722. 

John  Mitchell  was  deputy  sheriff  of  Philadelphia 
Co.,  in  1763. 

James  Mitchell  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly  from 
Lancaster  Co.,  in  1729.  He  was  county  collector  from 
1731  to  1743.   

Robert  Mitchell  came  from  Scotland  to  Pennsylvania 
in  1682,  later  Settled  near  Guilford  Court  House,  North 
Carolina.  His  son  Adam  had  a  son  Robert,  born  19  Feb- 
ruary, 1767. 
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A  CONNECTICUT  FAMILY. 

Matthew  Mitchell,  born  England,  1590,  died  Stam- 
ford,   Conn.,    1645,    married    16    April,    1616,  Susan 
Butterfield.    Their  children  were: 
Abigail,  born  26  April,  1618. 

David,  born  12  November,  1619,  died  9  July,  1668. 
Sarah,  born  14  October,  1621,  married  Samuel  Sherman. 
Martha,  born  26  October,  1623,  died  22  November,  1623. 
Jonathan,  born  19  December,  1624,  died  9  July,  1668, 

married  Margaret  Shepard. 
Susan,  born  14  October,  1627. 

Matthew,  born  5  July,  1629,  died  4  October,  1629. 
Hannah,  born  26  June,  1631. 

David  Mitchell,   son  of  Matthew  and  Susan,  married 

Sarah  Wheeler.    Their  children  were: 
Matthew,  died  1736,  married  Mary  Thompson. 
John, 
Abraham, 

Daniel,  married  Susanna  Sherman. 
Martha,  married  Nathan  Baldwin. 
Grace,  married  November,  1701,  William  Pixley. 

John  Mitchell,  son  of  David  and  Sarah,  died  3  Jan- 
uary, 1732,  Woodbury,  Conn.    He  married  Eliz.  Knell. 
Their  children  were: 
David,  born  November,  1679. 
Eliz.,  born  November,  1683. 
Elnathan,  born  October,  1686. 
John,  born  February,  1689. 

Martha,  born  March,  1697,  married  Abr.  Hurd. 

John  Mitchell,  son  of  John  and  Eliz.,  died  22  April 
1748,  married  7  January,  1717,  Eliz.  Curtiss.  Their  chil- 
dren were: 

Joana,  born  18  November,  1718,  married  Aaron  Mallory. 
John,  born  12  October,  1720. 
Ashahel,  born  6  October,  1723,  died  1  May,  1797. 
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EInathan,  born  9  February,  1 728,  married  Sarah  Tenny. 
Reuben,  born  September,  1733  died  January.  1737. 

Asahel  Mitchell,  son  of  John  (2)  and  Eliz.,  married 
21  January,  1747,  Olive  Root.    Their  children  were: 
Reuben,  born  December,  1748,  died  9  November,  1822. 
Daniel,  born  August,  1750,  died  13  May,  1824. 
Susanna,  born  October,  1752. 

Justus,  born  8  September,  1754,  died  24  September,  1806. 
Asahel,  born  October,  1756,  died  21  September,  1819, 
married  Lucy  Judson. 

Justus  Mitchell,  son  of  Asahel  and  Olive,  married  7 
September,  1779,  Martha  Sherman.  Their  children  were: 
Eliz.,  born  28  August,  1780,  died  10  June,  1825,  married 

Charles  Thompson. 
Sherman,  born  2  July,  1782,  died  1823,  m.  Hannah  Fitch. 
Minot,  born  24  September,  1784. 

Chauncy,  born  25  January,  1786,  died  February,  1811, 
married  Anna  Johnston. 

Minot  Mitchell,  son  of  Justus  and  Martha,  married 

Eliza  Leeds  Silliman.    Their  children  were: 

Joseph,  born  11  February,  1809. 

William  M.,  born  29  May,  1811. 

Chauncy  L.,  born  10  November,  1813. 

Josiah  S.,  born  2  February,  1816. 

Ann  E.,  born  28  October,  1818. 

Charles  H.,  born  18  February,  1828. 

Caroline  M.,  born  12  May,  1829,  married  David  M.  An- 
derson. 

James  M.,  born  12  May,  1829,  twin. 

Charles  Halsey  Mitchell,  son  of  Minot  and  Eliza, 
died  1873,  married  1860,  Isabella  Hull.  Their  children 
were: 

Margaret  H.,  born  1861,  died  1  January,  1896. 
Eliza  L.,  born  1868,  died  young. 
Anna  M.,  born  1870. 
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NEW  YORK  MARRIAGES. 

(Prom  Original  Records.) 
Mitchell,  Abraham  and  Susannah  Jananace,  13  August, 

1774,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 
Mitchell,  Abraham  and  Margaret  Decker,  22  September, 

1801,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 
Mitchell,  Allen  and  Phebe  Smith,  20  December,  1785, 

Hempstead,  N.  Y. 
Mitchell,  Andrew  and  Mary  Van  Eppe,  12  September, 

1760,  New  York  State  Licence. 
Mitchell,  Andrew  and  Margaret  Stiles,  18  March,  1781, 

New  York  State  Licence. 
Mitchell,  Andrew  and  Ann  Steele,  23  October,  1 780,  New 

York  State  Licence. 
Mitchell,  Ann  and  John  Miller,  27  March,  1 760,  New  York 

State  Licence. 

Mitchell,  Anna  and  Elias  Inyard,  6  October,  1793,  Port 

Richmond,   N.  Y. 
Mitchell,  Ann  E.  and  Thos.  Newbould,  1822,  New  York. 
Mitchell,  Arthur  and  Harriet  E.  Post,  5  October,  1859, 

New  York  City. 
Mitchell,  Catherine  and  John  Merlin,  28  February,  1799, 

Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 
Mitchell,  Catron  and  Arnold  Dickens,  April  14,  1754, 

Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y. 
Michel,  Christina  and  Jonathan  Silsby,  1 6  February,  1 758, 

Salem,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y. 
Mitchell,  Edward  and  Caroline  C.  Woolsey,  5  December, 

1867,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
Mitchell,  Elenor  and  Pierre  Pittet,  24  November,  1793, 

New  York  City. 
Mitchell,  Elinor  and  Jesse  Lear,  3  June,  1779,  New  York 

State  Licence. 

Mitchell,  Elizabeth  and  John  Eaton,  April  30,  1 702,  New 
York. 

Mitchell,  Elizabeth  and  Richard  Lawrence,  7  March,  1 750,. 
Hempstead,  N.  Y. 
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Mitchel,  Elizabeth  and  William  Briggs,  6  March,  1788, 
Bangall,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Mitchell,  Elizabeth  and  William  Copp,  4  December,  1 790, 
New  York  City. 

Mitchell,  Freelove  and  John  Carle,  21  July,  1751,  Hemp- 
stead, N.  Y. 

Mitchell,  Harriet  B.  and  Clark  E.  K.  Royce,  4  February, 

1864,  Sag  Harbor,  N.  Y. 
Mitchell,  Hugh  and  Sophie  Peters,  14  November,  1768, 

New  York  State  Licence. 
Mitchell,  Jocamiah  and  Elizabeth  Jones,  30  May,  1730, 

Hempstead,  N.  Y. 
Mitchell,  Jocamiah  and  Sarah  Bowne,  14  November,  1758, 

New  York  City. 
Mitchell,  James  and  Margaret  Wilson,  18  June,  1781, 

Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 
Mitchell,  James  and  Elizabeth  McGarr,  20  August,  1773, 

New  York  City. 
Mitchell,  John  and  Catherine  Adams,  8  July,  1 779,  New 

York  State  Licence. 
Mitchell,  John  and  Hannah  Thorpe,  2  December,  1788, 

New  York  City. 
Mitchell,  John  and  Elizabeth  Cammack,  10  May,  1802, 

New  York  City. 
Mitchell,  John  and  Rebecca  Hewlett,  10  October,  1764, 

Hempstead,  N.  Y. 
Mitchell,  John  and  Deborah  Prince,  31  May,  1760,  Hemp- 
stead, N.  Y. 

Mitchell,  John   and   Sarah  Norry,  widow,  7  February, 

1795,  New  York  City. 
Mitchel,  John  and  Ann  Tilton,  28  May,  1 793,  New  York 

City. 

Mitchell,  John  and  Sarah  Degrove,  23  April,  1795,  New 
York  City. 
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Mitchell,  John  and  Elizabeth  Lewis,  1 7  March,  1 758,  New 

York  State  Licence. 
Mitchell,  John  and  Rebecca  Hulcat,  12  September,  1764, 

New  York  State  Licence. 
Mitchell,  Laura  C.  and  Alex.  B.  Crane,  12  July,  1865, 

New  York  City. 
Mitchell,  Lewis  and  Mary  Boram,  18  May,  1828,  Staten 

Island,  N.  Y. 

Mitchell,  Margaret  and  Stephen  Ryder,  4  January,  1772, 

New  York  State  Licence. 
Mitchell,  Mary  and  Jacob  Smith,  25  February,  1760,  New 

York  State  Licence. 
Mitchell,  Mary  and  Lambert  Jenners,  21  August,  1774, 

Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 
Mitchell,  Mary  and  Stephen  Mott,  29  June,  1811,  Staten 

Island,  N.  Y. 

Mitchel,  Medad  and  Sarah  Tucker,  22  February,  1789, 

New  York  City. 
Mitchell,  Peter  and  Sarah  Baker,  widow,  16  October, 

1803,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 
Mitchell,  Peter  and  Ann  Byrnes,  22  August,  1800,  New 

York  City. 

Mitchell,  Phebe  and  David  Gelston,  24  August,  1 769,  New 
York  State  Licence. 

Mitchell,  Phebe  and  James  Halstead,  27  March,  1767, 
New  York  State  Licence. 

Mitchell,  Phebe  and  James  Fairlee,  2  June,  1757,  New 
York  State  Licence. 

Mitchell,  Phebe  and  John  Nuttman,  2  December,  1737, 
New  York  State  Licence. 

Mitchell,  Phebe  and  Richard  Mathews,  29  March,  1767, 
Hempstead,  N.  Y. 

Mitchell,  Phebe  and  James  Farcley,  3  June,  1757,  Hemp- 
stead, N.  Y. 

Mitchell,  Rachel  and  John  Seguine,  12  November,  1775, 
Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 


Mitchell,  Robert  and  Mary  Latham,  1 2  June,  1 759,  New 

York  State  Licence. 
Mitchell,  Robert  and  Margaret  Lafong,  23  December, 

1766,  New  York  State  Licence. 
Mitchell,  Robert  and  Sarah  Allen,  9  April,  1757,  New  York 

State  Licence. 

Mitchell,  Robert  and  Hannah  Cornell,  14  March,  1729, 

Hempstead,  N.  Y. 
Mitchell,  Sarah  and  Joseph  Brown,  2  February,  1762, 

New  York  State  Licence. 
Mitchell,  Sarah  and  John  Bessonet,  23  July,  1778,  New 

York  State  Licence. 
Mitchell,  Samuel  L.  and  Cath.  Akerly  Cock,  22  June,  1799, 

New  York. 

(To  be  Continued) 

MITCHELL  FAMILY  NOTES. 

Gilbert  Mitchell  was  a  lawyer  in  Courtland,  Ala.,  in 
1840.    His  father  Nat.  Mitchell  was  postmaster  in  1830. 

Alex.  M.  Mitchell,  born  North  Carolina,  1809,  died 
St.  J  oseph,  Mo.,  26  February,  1861.  He  was  a  colonel  in 
the  Mexican  War. 

John  B.  H.  Mitchell,  born  Monroe  Co.,  Ky.,  26  No- 
vember, 1820,  died  in  Stillwater,  Minn. 

Eliz.  Mitchell,  born  1785,  daughter  of  John  Mit- 
chell, a  merchant  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  married  Samuel 
Hyer,  born  Lancaster  Co.,  Penn.,  1779,  died  1862. 

John  Mitchell  served  in  the  Cumberland  Co.,  Penn. 
Militia,  during  1777-9. 

Jane  Mitchell,  of  Chambersburg,  Penn.,  married 
William  Thompson,  of  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  born  in  1754. 
He  served  in  the  revolution. 

Joseph  Mitchell,  Sr.,  died  in  Paris,  Ky.,  2  April,  1842, 
in  his  78th  year.  He  had  served  in  the  revolution  and  for 
many  years  was  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
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AUGUSTA  CO.,  VA.,  DEEDS. 

The  following  Mitchell  deeds  are  from  the  original 
records  of  Augusta  Co.,  Virginia: 

Date  1 2  May,  1 746,  deed  from  John  Mitchell,  farmer 
and  his  wife,  Mary,  to  William  Mitchell,  farmer.  Recorded 
Augusta  County,  State  of  Virginia,  Book  1,  page  73. 
Land  described  as  follows:  400  acres,  part  of  land  patented 
15  March,  1744. 

Date  12  May,  1746,  deed  to  William  Mitchell,  farm- 
er and  his  wife,  from  John  Mitchell.  Recorded  Augusta 
County,  State  of  Virginia,  Book  1,  page  73.  Land  de- 
scribed as  follows:    400  acres. 

Date  13  August,  1747,  deed  from  William  Beverley 
and  his  wife,  to  John  Mitchell.  Recorded  Augusta 
County,  State  of  Virginia,  Book  1,  page  317.  Land  de- 
scribed as  follows:    609  acres. 

Date  13  August,  1747,  deed  from  William  Beverley 
and  his  wife,  to  Helen  Mitchell,  widow.  Recorded  Au- 
gusta County,  State  of  Virginia,  Book  1,  page  330.  Land 
described  as  follows:  200  acres.  Breckenridge's  line 
corner  to  Teet's  line,  corner  to  David  Doak,  John  Lockharts 
corner  John  Teet's  land. 

Date  10  February,  1748,  deed  from  William  Mitchell 
and  his  wife  Margaret,  of  Augusta  Co.,  Va.,  to  James  Mc- 
Clung.  Recorded  Augusta  County,  State  of  Virginia, 
Book  2,  page  131.  Land  described  as  follows:  200  acres 
(Patent  25  September,  1746)  on  branch  of  James  river 
called  the  Mary.  Signed  William  Mitchell,  Margaret 
Mitchell.  Witnesses:  Gilbert  Campbell,  Andrus  Mc- 
Nabb,  William  (his  0.  mark.)  Hall. 

Date  19  August,  1748,  deed  from  Andrus  Mitchell 
and  his  wife,  Mary,  to  James  Miller.    Recorded  Augusta 
County,  State  of  Virginia,  Book  2,  page  61. 
Land  described  as  follows:    Beverley  Manor. 
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BRIEF  MITCHELL  LINES  OF  DESCENT. 


Paul  Mitchell,  born  Massachusetts,  1758,  died  1845,  mar- 
ried 1 7v79,  Merab  Coffin,  born  1 762,  died,  1 846. 

Richard  Mitchell,  son  of  Paul,  born  1791,  died  1868,  mar- 
ried 1814,  Frances  Lincoln,  born  1790,  died  1876. 

Richard  Mitchell,  Jr.,  born  1819,  died  1840,  married 
Charlotte  Frances  Morton. 

William  Mitchell,  born  Connecticut,  1748,  married  1773, 
Mary  Alton. 

John  S.  Mitchell,  son  of  William,  married  Sarah  Shelton. 
Samuel  A.  Mitchell,  son  of  John  S.,  married  Rhoda  Ann 
Fuller. 

Samuel  A.  Mitchell,  son  of  Samuel  A.,  married  Clara  S. 
LeMoyne. 

William  DeWitt  Mitchell,  born  England,  married  Miss 
Roseberry. 

Thomas  Mitchell,  son  of  William  D.,  born  England,  1755, 
died  Henry  Co.,  Ga.,  1840,  married  Mary  Barnett. 

William  Mitchell,  son  of  Thomas,  born  1777,  married 
Eleanor  Thompson. 

Isaac  Greene  Mitchell,  son  of  William,  married  Mary 
Dudley. 

Edward  Mitchell,  born  East  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  1716r 
died  1801,  married  1738,  Elizabeth  Cushing. 

Cushing  Mitchell,  son  of  Edward,  born  1740,  died  1820, 
married  1765,  Jennet  Orr,  born,  1749,  died  1774. 

James  Mitchell,  born  Pennsylvania,  1749,  married  Eliza- 
beth Mclllhenny. 

John  Mitchell,  son  of  James,  married  Diana  Friend. 

Elizabeth  Mitchell,  daughter  of  John,  married  John  Camp- 
Darrall. 
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MITCHELLS  IN  CONGRESS. 


Alexander,  (1871-75)  born  Scotland,  18  October, 
1817,  died  New  York,  19  April,  1887. 

Anderson,  (1842-43)  born  Caswell  Co.,  North  Caro- 
lina, 1800. 

Charles  F.,  (1837-41)  born  New  York  City. 

Charles  Le  M.  (1883-87)  born  New  Haven,  Conn., 
6  August,  1844,  died  New  York  City,  1  March,  1890. 

George  E.,  (1823-7)  born  Cecil  Co.,  Md.,  3  March, 
1781,  died  Washington,  D.  C,  28  June,  1832. 

Henry,  (1833-5)  born  Woodbury,  Conn.,  1784,  died 
Norwich,  N.  Y.,  12  January,  1856. 

James  C,  (1825-9)  born  Mecklenburg  Co.,  North 
Carolina,  1790,  died  Jackson,  Miss.,  7  August,  1843. 

James  S.,  (1821-7)  born  York  County,  Pa.,  1784,  died 
Belleville,  111.,  1844. 

John,  (1825-9)  born  Perry  Co.,  Pa. 

John  H,  (1872-85)  born  Washington  Co.,  Pa.,  22 
June,  1835,  died  Portland,  Ore.,  8  December,  1905. 

John  I.,  (1877-81)  born  Tioga  Co.,  Pa.,  28  July,  1838, 
died  Tioga  Co.,  Pa.,  20  August,  1907. 

John  J.,  (1909-11)  born  Marlboro,  Mass.,  9  May,  1873. 

John  L.  (1891-94)  born  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  19  October, 
1842,  died  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  29  June,  1904. 

John  M.,  (1896-9)  born  New  York  City,  18  March, 
1858,  died  Tuxedo,  N.  Y.,  31  May,  1905. 

Nahum,  (1803-5)  born  East  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  12 
February,  1769,  died  Plymouth,  Mass.,  1  August,  1853. 

Nathaniel,  (1786-8)  born  Sussex  Co.,  Delaware,  1753, 
died  Laurel,  Del.,  21  February,  1814. 

Robert,  (1833-5)  born  Pennsylvania,  died  Zanesville, 
Ohio,  August  1850. 

Samuel  L.,  (1804-9)  born  Hempstead,  N.  Y.,  20 
August,  1794,  died  New  York  City,  7  September,  1831. 
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Stephen  M.,  (1793-5)  born  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  9 
December,  1743,  died  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  30  September, 
1835. 

Thomas  R.,  (1821-33)  born  Georgetown,  South  Caro- 
lina, died  Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  2  November,  1837. 

William,  (1861-3)  born  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y.,  19 
January,  1807,  died  Macon,  Ga.,  11  September,  1865. 

VIRGINIA  WILLS. 

Following  are  recently  discovered  Mitchell  wills  in 
Virginia: 

Mitchell,  Thomas 

Amherst,  Co.,  Va.    Will  filed  October  5,  1 767. 
Son,  Charles  Mitchell. 
Son,  Joab  Mitchell. 
Daughter,  Elizabeth  Mitchell. 
Daughter,  Nancy  Mitchell. 
Mitchell,  Daniel 

Bedford  Co.,  Va.    Will  filed  September  25,  1775. 
Wife,  Mary. 

Brother,  Robert  Mitchell. 
Mitchell,  John 

Rockbridge  Co..  Va.    Will  filed  February  2,  1790. 

Wife,  Margaret. 

Son,  William  Mitchell. 

Son,  Thomas  Mitchell. 

Daughter,  Hannah  Mitchell. 

NEW  YORK  CITY  MITCHELLS. 

Samuel  L.  Mitchell  was  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
American  Museum  in  New  York  in  1791.  He  was  U.  S. 
Senator  from  1804  to  1810,  and  in  the  latter  years  was  vice 
president  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society. 

Simon  Mitchell  came  from  Southbury,  Conn.,  in  1818, 
and  bought  a  farm  in  Brooklyn  on  the  site  of  the  present 
City  Hall. 
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STEARMAN- SHIPLEY  FAMILY 


Robert  C.  Stearman  -  born  1806,  Bedford  County,  Va.-  Married  Fanny  Anderson, 

born  1810,  Bedford  County,  Va.-  Moved  to  Maysville, 
Ma$on  Co. ,  Kentucky  about  1828. 


Robert  C.  Stearman  had  two  brothers: 

1.  John  F.  Stearman 

2.  William  Stearman 

county,  later  moved  to  Bambridge,  Ohio,  Ross  County, 
later  moved  to  Iroquois  Co., Illinois 


twins  -  younger  than  Robert.    They  also  moved  to  some 


Robert  C.  Stearman  moved  to  Kankakee  Co.  1851  -  died  1887. 
Had  nine  children: 

1.  Francis  born  1829  -  Kentucky 

2.  Hester  -  died  in  infancy 

3.  Amanda  -    ■        »  tt 

4.  Elizabeth  born  Ross  Co. 

5.  Henry  H.      H       »     "      1837,  died  Kankakee  Co.,  1919. 

6.  Martha  J.    "      Iroquois  Co,  111  -  1840 

«         «        «    -  1843  Deceased 

w  «  h  -  Oct.  15,  1846-died  Jan.  11,  1919. 
«         «       «    -  Sept.  20,  1849  Anaheim,  Calif. 


7.  William 

8.  Minerva 

9.  Robert  A. 


May  31 ,  1932 


tfr«  .B.  K.  Stearwan 
Mora  Feed  Store 
Mora*  Missouri 

%  dear  ?fe*.  Stearma»? 

t  certainly  owe  you  an  apology  for  not  having 
replied  to  your  letter  before,  but  there  was  so  much,  of  in- 
terest in  it  and  the  letters  included  that  I  have  been  waiting 
for  opportunity  to  give  it  mare  time  than  I  could  give  it  or 
h«iV©  been  able  to  give  JLt  up  to  now* 

A  little  later  I  will  be  able  to  write  yon  more  fully 
about  a  plan  which  we  are  putting  on  fobt  hore  to  try  and 
create  a  new  Interest  in  Lincoln,  and  possibly  we  may  put  on  a 
campaign  this  summer  in  which  we  will  attempt  to  reach  all  of 
the  smaller  towns  in  the  Middle  West  to  inquire  especially  into 
the  Shipley  and  Mitchell  famiiic-s  to  see  if  it  is  possible  to 
get  some  definite  data  about  the  origin  of  the  Shi  plops  In 
Virginia. 

2  have  already  done  quite  a  lot  of  crigtoal  research 
work  on  the  Shipley  family  and  are  familiar  with  the  brsnc 
which  originated  at  Maysvllle,  Kentucky,  and  another  one  which 
started  in  the  Blue  Grass.     Share  as  «  so  many  different 
Shipley  lines  that  we  feel  it  will  take  some  time  to  bring 
them  together,  but  we  think  eventually  it  will  be  done. 

We  are  making  such  notes  from  the  letters  which  you 
sent  us  as  we  may  need  and  enclosing  the  originals  in  this 
letter.     We  will  keep  you  in  touch  from  time  to  time  as  to  Just 
what  progress  we  are  asking  and  we  will  be  pleased  to  have 
some  of  the  Fleming  and  Mason  Counties*  ancestors  listed  in 
this  letter. 

There  is  another  Shipley  family  with  quite  a  number 
of  relatives  living  in  Cincinnati,  which  also  may  have 
originated  in  Fleming  County. 

r  am  locking  for  you  to  help  us  in  this  attsmpt  to 
locate  Lincoln's  grandparents  ar>d  I  will  keep  you  in  touch 
with  our  effort  as  It  progresses. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Director 

LAW: "53    (Ends.)  Lincoln  Hirtor1.es!  Heserrch  Foundation 
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September  19,  1933 


Mr.  Steymond  Thompson 
E.  ¥.  D.  #1 

Springfield,  Kentuc&y 

t^r  dear  Mr.  1!hompsonj 

%  regret  you  hsve  not  been  successful  in  securing 
e  copy  of  lay  book  "Lincoln's  Parentage  end  Childhood*  bat 
the  edition  wag  small  2nd  I  expect  it  is  now  exhausted. 

However,  w©  will  try  ©nd  find  one  for  you,  If 
possible,  end  then  advise  you  where  you  can  secure  it. 

I  happen  to  have  tzkm  &  picture  of  your  father 
standing  on  the  spot  where  the  Lincoln  cabin  stood  and 
I  will  he  very  glad  to  send  you  a  print  from  the  original 
negative. 

I  trust  you  may  he  successful  In  your  attempt  to 
organise  a  historical  society  in  Washington  County  which 
will  he  Instrumental  in  preserving  information  about  the 
history  of  the  Lincoln  family  in  your  community. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Besearch  foundation 
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he  Shipley  Ancestry  of  Lincoln's  Mother 
By  Louis  A.  Wareen 

Reverence  for  the  burial  places  of  those  making  significant 
contributions  to  our  national  life  has  placed  upon  Indiana  the 
responsibility  of  preserving  and  beautifying  the  grave  of  the 
mother  who  gave  Abraham  Lincoln  to  America.  It  is  doubt- 
ful if  there  is  to  be  found  in  all  the  country  a  lone  woman's 
grave  which  has  become  so  sacred  a  shrine  as  the  grave  of 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln.  The  commonwealth  of  Indiana  is  now 
awakened  to  its  full  responsibility  as  the  custodian  of  her  re- 
mains. 

Another  task  which  devolves  upon  the  state,  because  of 
the  early  residence  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  within  its  borders, 
is  the  preservation  in  the  state  archives  of  an  authoritative  bio- 
graphical sketch  of  her  life.  The  data  which  should  be  as- 
sembled first  is  authentic  information  about  her  parents  and 
ancestors.  It  is  the  present  purpose  to  present  a  brief  history 
of  her  mother's  people,  the  Shipleys.  The  feature  magazine 
writers  and  biographical  debunkers  having  had  their  say  about 
the  mother  of  Nancy  Hanks,  possibly  those  who  are  interested 
may  be  willing  to  consider  the  testimonies  of  some  of  the 
members  of  the  family  from  which  she  came. 

Many  years  ago  Mrs.  Caroline  Hanks  Hitchcock  of  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts,  did  an  exhaustive  and  painstaking  piece 
of  work  in  which  she  attempted  to  discover  something  about 
the  parentage  of  Nancy  Hanks.  While  it  must  be  admitted 
that  some  data  was  supplied  to  her  that  was  erroneous,  she  did 
not  deserve  the  chastising  and  bitter  denunciation  which  she 
received  at  the  hands  of  one  Lincoln  biographer  in  particular, 
as  the  main  thesis  of  her  work  can  now  be  substantiated.1 

More  recently,  however,  certain  Hoosier  historians,  directly 
related  to  the  mother  of  President  Lincoln,  have  compiled 
family  traditions,  supported  by  authorized  records,  which  con- 
tribute much  to  the  task  before  us.  Their  findings  are  sup- 
ported by  many  testimonials  originating  from  independent 
sources  in  several  different  states.  It  was  an  Indianapolis 
woman,  Mrs.  C.  H.  S.  Vawter,  who  was  responsible  for  the 
first  and  most  important  discovery  with  reference  to  the  his- 


1  Caroline  Hanks  Hitchcock,  Nancy  Hanks :  The  Story  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  Mother 
(New  York,  1900). 
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tory  of  Nancy  Hanks.2  Through  Mrs.  Vawter's  insistence  and 
encouragement  her  Uncle,  Mitchell  Thompson,  urged  the 
county  clerk  of  Washington  County,  Kentucky,  to  search  for 
the  marriage  records  of  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks. 
The  finding  of  the  marriage  certificate  put  a  stop  to  the  cir- 
culation of  stories  to  the  effect  that  the  parents  of  Lincoln 
were  never  legally  married. 

Another  fact  of  importance  which  was  learned  from  the 
marriage  papers  was  the  evidence  that  Richard  Berry  was  the 
guardian  of  Nancy  Hanks  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  The 
signature  of  Berry  supported  the  tradition  that  Mrs.  Vawter 
had  recorded  in  a  letter  as  early  as  1873  when  she  urged  that 
the  mother  of  Nancy  Hanks  and  the  wife  of  the  elder  Richard 
Berry  were  sisters.  On  September  14,  1895,  Mrs.  Vawter 
wrote  to  Mrs.  Hitchcock :  "Nancy  Hanks'  mother's  name  before 
marriage  was  Shipley  and  she  was  a  Virginian.  There  were, 
I  think,  six  sisters  in  the  Shipley  family  but  I  only  remember 
the  names  of  the  husbands  of  two  [three]  :  Richard  Berry 
(Sr.)  and  Robert  Mitchell,  my  great-grandfather,  and  Mr. 
Hanks,  Nancy's  father."3 

No  one  can  dispute  the  fact  that  the  name  of  a  Richard 
Berry  appears  on  the  marriage  bond  and  that  he  signed  as 
guardian  of  Nancy  Hanks.  Kentucky  laws  regarding  the  ap- 
pointment of  guardians  support  the  tradition  that  Berry  was 
a  relative  of  Nancy  Hanks.  The  Richard  Berry  who  married 
Rachel  Shipley  was  dead  by  1797  and  his  will  names  his  wife, 
Rachel,  and  several  children  including  a  son,  Richard.4  It  was 
this  Richard  Berry,  Jr.,  who  was  the  guardian  of  Nancy  Hanks 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 

Richard  Berry,  Jr.,  and  Polly  Ewing  were  married  in  Mer- 
cer County,  Kentucky,  on  October  10,  1794.5  One  of  Richard's 
children,  Robert  Mitchell  Berry,  died  in  Callaway  County  Mis- 
souri, in  1913,  at  the  age  of  ninety-five  years.  This  paragraph 
appeared  in  the  newspaper  obituary  notice : 

His  father  [Richard  Berry,  Jr.]  was  a  man  of  considerable  wealth, 
and  while  a  resident  of  Kentucky  reared  Nancy  Hanks,  the  mother  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  at  her  wedding  signed  the  marriage  bond  of  her 
husband.6 

2  Grace  Vawter  Bucknell,  History  of  the  Vawter  Family,  142-144. 

3  Mrs.  Vawter's  letter  is  in  the  files  of  the  Lincoln  Life  Foundation,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

4  Washington  County  (Ky.)  Court  Will  Book,  134. 

5  Washington  County  (Ky.)   Court  Marriage  Register. 

0  Clipping  from  a  local  newspaper  in  the  files  of  the  Lincoln  Life  Foundation.  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana. 
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Another  descendant  of  this  same  Richard  Berry,  Jr.,  testi- 
fies that  "Richard  Berry,  Sr.,  married  a  Shipley  who  was  a 
sister  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln's  mother.  They  took  little 
Nancy  to  live  with  them  when  she  was  left  an  orphan  but  she 
later  went  to  live  in  the  home  of  Richard  Berry,  Jr."7  There 
is  an  abundance  of  evidence  to  prove  that  the  wife  of  Richard 
Berry,  Sr.,  was  a  Rachel  Shipley.  One  grandchild  was  named 
Berry  Shipley  Redding.  Edward  Shipley's  name  appears  in 
the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  John  Berry,  oldest  son  of  Rich- 
ard Berry,  Sr.8 

Evidence  that  the  mother  of  Nancy  Hanks  was  a  sister  of 
Rachel  Shipley,  who  married  Richard  Berry,  Sr.,  comes  down 
through  several  branches  of  the  Berry  family  who  have 
testified  to  the  authenticity  of  this  fact.  While  it  is  not  the 
purpose  of  this  paper  to  discuss  the  home  environment  of 
Nancy  Hanks  during  the  years  when  she  was  growing  to  ma- 
turity, it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  it  was  one  of  culture  and  re- 
finement and  far  different  from  the  picture  so  often  drawn  of 
her  early  years. 

Some  time  after  Rachel  Berry  moved  to  Kentucky  her  sis- 
ter, Naomi  Shipley  Mitchell,  followed  her.  Naomi  was  the  wife 
of  Robert  Mitchell.  She  was  massacred  by  the  Indians  when 
the  family  was  attacked  while  en  route  to  Kentucky.  Her 
daughter,  Sarah  Shipley  Mitchell,  named  for  her  mother's 
people,  was  captured  by  the  Indians  during  the  same  attack 
and  a  few  years  later  upon  having  been  returned  to  her  rela- 
tives became  the  constant  associate  of  Nancy  Hanks,  her  first 
cousin.  It  was  for  this  Sarah  Shipley  Mitchell  that  Nancy 
Hanks  most  likely  named  her  first  child,  Sarah  Lincoln.  It  is 
interesting  also  that  Sarah  Mitchell  who  married  John  Thomp- 
son named  one  of  her  daughters,  Nancy.  A  nephew  of  Sarah 
Shipley  Mitchell  was  named  Tom  Shipley  Mitchell. 

Another  former  Indianapolis  woman,  Miss  Kate  Thompson, 
has  done  more  original  research  work  on  the  Mitchell-Shipley 
connections  than  anyone  else  and  the  author  on  several  oc- 
casions through  interviews  and  correspondence  has  been  as- 
sisted and  encouraged  by  her  findings.  An  old  Mitchell  Bible 
is  still  extant  which  reveals  that  Naomi,  wife  of  Robert 
Mitchell,  was  born  April  26, 1748,  and  that  the  second  child  was 


7  Mary  E.  Hayes  Moutrey  to  the  writer,  March  24,  1931. 

8  Mercer  County  (Ky.)  Will  Book  II,  273. 
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born  April  26, 1773.  Sarah  S.  Mitchell,  her  daughter,  was  born 
in  North  Carolina.9 

Another  one  of  the  Shipley  sisters  that  we  have  been  able 
to  trace  is  Ann  who  married  David  McCord.  The  following 
family  tradition  comes  from  Rockville,  Indiana :  "My  husband's 
grandfather,  James  McCord,  was  a  son  of  David  and  Ann  Ship- 
ley McCord  and  was  five  years  old  when  they  made  the  trip 
from  North  Carolina  to  Kentucky.  .  .  .  We  have  been 
told  that  there  were  five  Shipley  brothers  in  the  Revolu- 
tion."10 Members  of  this  family  have  always  known  of 
their  relationship  to  Abraham  Lincoln.  Many  interesting 
traditions  of  the  North  Carolina  days  have  been  preserved  by 
them.  Further  identification  of  this  Ann  Shipley  comes  from 
a  resident  of  Vincennes,  Indiana,  who  says :  "My  grandmother 
was  Jane  Caldwell  McCord  and  I  find  her  grandfather  was 
David  McCord  whose  wife  was  Ann  Shipley.  Their  eldest  son 
was  born  October  5,  1766."11 

The  search  for  the  fourth  Shipley  sister  leads  also  to  North 
Carolina.  Here  one  finds  that  Margaret  Shipley  married  Rob- 
ert Sloan.  A  great-granddaughter  of  Margaret  writes :  "Mar- 
garet Shipley,  my  great  grandmother,  first  married  Robert 
Sloan  who  was  killed  or  died  in  the  Revolutionary  War."12  In 
another  letter  the  same  person  records  that  "Abraham  Lin- 
coln's grandmother  was  a  Shipley  and  married  a  Hanks.  Her 
daughter,  Nancy  Hanks,  went  to  relatives  in  Kentucky  and 
married  a  Lincoln.  Abraham  Lincoln's  grandmother  and  my 
great-grandmother,  Margaret  Shipley,  were  sisters."13  It  does 
not  seem  that  there  can  be  any  doubt  about  the  relationship  ot 
four  Shipley  sisters  who  were  daughters  of  Robert  and  Sarah 
Shipley. 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  all  of  these  traditions  about  the  four 
Shipley  sisters  there  is  always  the  same  story  about  a  fifth 
sister,  Lucy,  who  married  a  Hanks  said  to  be  James  Hanks.  It 
will  also  be  observed  that  tradition  claims  she  was  a  widow  be- 
fore reaching  Kentucky  and  had  a  daughter,  Nancy,  who  mar- 
ried a  Lincoln.  Evidence  from  many  sources  now  seems  to  con- 

9  Vital  Statistics  for  Washington  County  (Ky.) ,  Kentucky  State  Historical  Society 
Archives. 

10  Mrs.  Oscar  McCord  to  the  writer.  July  1,  1929. 

11  R.  C.  Sampson  to  the  writer,  May  27,  1929. 

12  Mary  Ellen  Armstrong  to  the  writer,  March  24,  1933. 

13  Miss  Armstrong  to  the  writer,  Feb.  29,  1933. 
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firm  the  fact  that  Lucy  Shipley,  daughter  of  Robert  Shipley, 
who  became  the  wife  of  James  Hanks  was  the  mother  of  Nancy 
Hanks.  Lucy  Shipley's  sister,  Naomi,  was  born  April  26,  1748 ; 
her  sister  Ann's  first  child  was  born  in  1766;  her  sister 
Rachel's  third  child  was  married  in  1781.  Lucy  was  probably 
one  of  the  youngest  children,  as  her  daughter,  Nancy,  was 
born  not  much  earlier  than  1785. 

The  Beech  Fork  community  in  Washington  County,  Ken- 
tucky, where  Richard  Berry,  Sr.,  uncle  of  Nancy  Hanks,  first 
settled,  was  also  the  home  community  of  the  Widow  Lincoln 
and  her  five  orphan  children,  Thomas  Lincoln,  the  youngest 
son,  becoming  the  playmate  of  Nancy  Hanks  who  lived  with 
the  Berry's  but  a  short  distance  away.  In  this  community 
there  also  lived  the  Mitchells,  Brumfields,  and  other  relatives, 
and  in  the  adjacent  community  on  Doctor's  Fork  lived  Edward 
and  George  Shipley,  the  Hankses,  Sparrows,  and  other  rela- 
tives. Richard  Berry,  Sr.,  also  owned  a  farm  on  Doctor's  Fork 
where  his  oldest  son,  John,  lived. 

When  Lucy  Shipley  Hanks  reached  Kentucky,  she  married 
as  her  second  husband,  Henry  Sparrow,  and  at  this  time  made 
affidavit  that  she  was  above  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  her 
brother-in-law,  Robert  Mitchell,  testified  to  this  fact.  It  was 
sometime  after  this  second  marriage  that  her  daughter,  Nancy, 
went  to  live  with  her  Uncle  and  Aunt,  Richard  and  Rachel 
Berry.14  The  Mercer  County,  Kentucky,  census  for  the  year 
1810  reveals  that  Lucy  was  over  45  years  of  age  at  that  time. 
This  would  place  her  birth  as  early  as  1765.  That  she  was  liv- 
ing as  late  as  1820  is  revealed  by  the  census  of  that  year.  She 
is  said  to  have  passed  away  about  1825,  which  would  have 
made  her  at  least  sixty  years  old  at  that  time  and  probably 
older. 

It  appears  from  the  census  of  1810  that  Lucy  had  nine 
children  by  Henry  Sparrow,  five  boys  and  four  girls.  Two  of 
the  boys  became  ministers  and  there  is  nothing  but  words  of 
commendation  for  the  wholesome  atmosphere  of  her  home  and 
the  integrity  of  her  children.15 

The  Shipleys  and  their  kinsmen  came  to  Washington 
County,  Kentucky,  from  Mecklenburg  County,  North  Carolina, 
where  we  find  that  Robert  and  Sarah  Shipley  were  established 


11  Mercer  County  (Ky.).  Marriage  Register,  1790. 

15  Mercer  County  Tax  Reports,  Kentucky  State  Historical  Society  Archives. 
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and  where  they  continued  to  live  after  their  children  had  mi- 
grated. Correspondence  from  a  member  of  the  Shipley  family 
still  living  near  the  old  home  definitely  locates  the  Shipley 
residence  in  North  Carolina:  "Robert  Mitchell  and  Robert 
Sloan  both  of  whom  married  Shipleys  lived  near  the  Catawba 
River  on  the  Mecklenburg  side.  The  Berrys  were  on  the  West- 
ern or  Gaston  side  of  the  river.  All  these  people  were  [earlier] 
friends  and  neighbors  in  Virginia."16 

Other  descendants  of  Robert  Sloan  and  his  wife,  Margaret 
Shipley,  have  preserved  traditions  about  the  Shipley  family. 
A  great-great-granddaughter  of  Margaret  Shipley  Sloan  who 
lives  in  North  Carolina  not  far  from  where  the  Shipleys  settled 
has  this  to  say  about  the  family:  "The  Shipleys  were  here,  we 
know,  and  they  kept  coming  and  going  until  after  the  revolu- 
tion. A  few  lingered,  others  went  to  Kentucky.  It  is  known 
positively  that  two  members  of  the  Hanks  family,  Richard 
(Dickey)  and  James,  were  here  and  heads  of  families  in  1790. 
This  is  proven  by  the  census.  James  is  supposed  by  some  to 
have  been  the  father  of  Nancy."17 

The  evidence  that  the  residence  of  the  Shipleys  was  in 
Mecklenburg  County,  North  Carolina,  is  not  based  entirely  on 
tradition.  The  court  records  affirm  the  location  of  the  resi- 
dence as  well  as  the  family  contacts.  On  April  18,  1772,  Robert 
Shipley  purchased  a  tract  of  land  from  David  McCord  and 
Annie,  his  wife.  Edward  and  George  Shipley  were  witnesses  to 
the  transaction.  Robert  Mitchell  also  purchased  land  from  Mc- 
Cord. Robert  Shipley  sold  the  land  acquired  from  McCord  in 
1789. 

With  equal  certainty  the  North  Carolina  colony  of  Shipleys 
can  be  traced  back  to  Bedford  County,  Virginia.  Robert  and 
Sarah  Shipley,  parents  of  the  Shipley  daughters,  left  Bedford 
County  for  North  Carolina  in  1771  as  is  evident  from  records 
in  the  Bedford  County  Court.  Although  we  know  that  Rob- 
ert's wife's  first  name  was  Sarah,  we  do  not  know  her  maiden 
name,  and,  while  we  have  discovered  the  names  of  five  of  their 
daughters,  the  names  of  their  sons  are  not  certainly  known,  al- 
though it  appears  that  Robert,  Jr.,  Edward,  and  George  were 
their  children. 

Robert  Shipley's  name  first  appears  on  the  Virginia  Records 
in  1750  where  it  is  found  on  a  commissioner's  book  in  Lunen- 


Mrs.  Minnie  S.  Puett  to  the  writer,  April  27,  1933. 
Mrs.  Puett  to  the  writer,  March  28,  1933. 
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burg  County  as  a  tithable,  indicating  he  was  over  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family.  William  Caldwell  ac- 
cording to  the  court  order  was  appointed  to  make  out  the  tax 
list  for  Lunenburg  County  in  the  territory  "from  Little  Roan- 
oke up  the  Fork."  The  list  contained  among  others  the  names 
of  Robert  Shipley,  Richard  Berry,  and  Robert  Mitchell.  Rich- 
ard Berry  married  Rachel  Shipley,  daughter  of  Robert  Ship- 
ley, and  Robert  Mitchell  married  Naomi  Shipley,  Rachel's  sis- 
ter, as  indicated  earlier  in  this  paper.  It  is  also  interesting  to 
note  that  a  John  Caldwell  was  appointed  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  the  pioneer  Abraham  Lincoln  who  died  in  Kentucky 
in  1786,  the  Caldwells  then  having  moved  to  Washington 
County,  Kentucky. 

Another  list  giving  the  names  of  those  subject  to  military 
call  in  1758  in  Lunenburg  County  contains  the  name  of  Robert 
Shipley,  who  in  1765  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Lunenburg 
County.  Part  of  this  land  was  sold  in  1767,  and  on  April  30, 
1771,  Robert  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  sold  the  remaining  164  acres 
to  Daniel  Mitchell.  It  will  be  recalled  that  Naomi  Shipley  mar- 
ried Robert  Mitchell  and  that  Richard  Berry's  oldest  son,  John, 
married  Ann  Mitchell. 

On  September  16,  1765,  Robert  Shipley  entered  314  acres 
of  land  on  Little  Falling  River  then  in  Lunenburg  County,  but, 
with  the  formation  of  Bedford  County  within  its  boundaries, 
the  land  fell  within  the  newly  organized  county.18  Here  also 
lived  the  Mitchells,  Berrys,  Hankses,  and  other  families  which 
we  find  in  both  the  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky  communities 
where  these  related  groups  settled. 

When  Campbell  County,  Virginia,  was  cut  off  from  Bed- 
ford, many  of  these  families  found  their  land  within  the  new 
county  and  in  the  Deed  Books  of  the  court  we  find  land  trans- 
actions of  the  Hankses,  Mitchells,  Prewitts,  etc.,  which  show 
that  their  lands  were  adjacent.  In  Charlotte  County  also  the 
Hankses,  Berrys,  Mitchells,  etc.,  are  found  in  the  same  gen- 
eral community. 

Just  when  Robert  Shipley  moved  to  Virginia  we  do  not 
know  but  the  traditions  in  the  various  branches  of  the  family 


18  Book  of  Patents,  1764-1767,  State  House,  Richmond,  Va. 
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are  agreed  that  he  migrated  to  Virginia  from  Maryland.19 
The  Maryland  records  prove  conclusively  that  the  Robert  Ship- 
ley of  Bedford  County,  Virginia,  was  a  son  of  Robert 
Shipley,  Sr.,  of  Ann  Arundel  County,  Maryland,  who  named 
the  following  children  in  his  will  in  1767:  Charles,  Robert, 
Ruth  (or  Rachel) ,  Ketura,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Lois,  George,  and 
William.  The  last  named  sons,  William  and  George,  were  made 
executors  of  their  father's  estate.  It  is  significant  to  note  that 
the  two  youngest  sons  were  made  executors,  suggesting  that 
the  older  sons  were  not  available  for  this  service.  The  migra- 
tion of  the  older  sons,  Charles  and  Robert,  is  in  accord  with 
the  family  tradition.  Later  on  George  is  said  to  have  migrated 
so  that  William  was  eventually  the  only  son  to  remain  in  Mary- 
land. 

It  is  very  fortunate  that  the  births  of  all  of  these  children 
are  recorded  in  the  records  of  Christ  Church,  Queen  Caroline 
Parrish,  as  we  are  able  to  definitely  establish  the  date  of 
Robert  Shipley's  birth  as  October  9,  1713.  Robert  Shipley 
was  named  for  his  father,  Robert  Shipley,  Sr.,  whose  wife's 
name  was  Elizabeth,  but  there  is  a  possibility  that  Robert,  Sr. 
was  married  twice.  Robert  Shipley,  Sr.,  was  a  member  of 
Christ's  Church,  Queen  Caroline  Parrish,  and  in  1736  he  held 
pew  No.  11.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  William  Hanks 
was  in  possession  of  pew  No.  28.  Shipley  was  a  member  of 
the  first  vestry  of  the  church. 

It  must  be  something  more  than  a  coincidence  that  the 
Shipleys  and  Hanks  families  are  found  associated  in  Maryland 
as  we  find  they  were  also  in  the  same  communities  in  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  and  Kentucky.  It  would  not  be  surprising  if 
we  should  find  that  in  William  Hanks  of  Maryland  we  have  an 
ancestor  of  President  Lincoln  although  no  evidence  of  this  con- 
nection is  available. 

Robert  Shipley,  Sr.,  received  a  tract  of  land  from  the 
estate  of  his  father,  Adam  Shipley,  consisting  of  240  acres  and 
the  farm  was  called  "Shipley's  discovery."  It  was  on  the  Pa- 
topsco  River  south  of  Great  Falls.  This  land  was  surveyed  in 
1724.  In  1742  Robert  sold  140  acres  to  Nathan  Barnes  and 
two  years  later  he  sold  the  remaining  110  acres  to  Peter  Por- 

19  Two  women,  Mrs.  L.  O.  White  of  Brookline,  Mass.  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Rudolph  of 
Warren,  Ohio,  the  latter  related  to  the  Hanks  family,  have  done  much  original  research 
work  on  the  Shipley  and  Hanks  connections  in  Maryland  and  Virginia  and  the  author 
is  greatly  indebted  to  them.  Among  the  members  of  the  Shipley  family  who  have  con- 
tributed information  about  the  family  in  Maryland  are  Mrs.  Winchester  Britton,  Mrs. 
Marvin  R.  Shipley,  and  Miss  Aramintia  Shipley. 
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ter.  The  elder  Shipley  then  acquired  a  large  farm  near  Sykes- 
ville,  Maryland,  and  it  was  here  that  he  made  his  home  the 
rest  of  his  life. 

This  brings  us  back  to  the  first  man,  in  America,  to  whom 
the  Lincoln  branch  of  the  Shipley  family  traces  its  ancestry. 
His  name  was  Adam  Shipley  and  he  settled  in  Maryland  in 
1668,  not  far  from  Annapolis.  In  1681  a  tract  of  land  was 
surveyed  for  him  bordering  on  the  Severn  River.  It  consisted 
of  200  acres  and  was  called  "Shipley's  Choice-" 

Adam's  wife  was  named  Lois  and  she  died  a  widow  in  1725. 
How  many  years  before  this  Adam  passed  away  is  not  known. 
Tradition  claims  there  were  nine  sons  and  two  daughters  born 
to  Adam  and  Lois  Shipley.  The  names  of  but  three  of  them 
are  known :  Richard,  Robert,  and  Lois. 

The  line  of  descent  from  Adam  Shipley  to  Abraham  Lin- 
coln as  it  has  now  been  traced  follows:  Adam  Shipley  and 
wife,  Lois;  Robert  Shipley,  Sr.,  and  wife,  Elizabeth;  Robert 
Shipley,  Jr.,  and  wife,  Sarah;  Lucy  Shipley  and  husband, 
James  Hanks;  Nancy  Hanks  and  husband,  Thomas  Lincoln; 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

While  it  appears  that  Abraham  Lincoln  is  a  descendant  of 
Adam  Shipley  of  the  Maryland  branch  of  the  American  Ship- 
leys,  this  discussion  of  the  Shipley  family  may  properly  con- 
clude with  a  summary  of  the  other  family  groups  and  the 
states  where  they  seem  to  have  originated:  Massachusetts 
Branch — John  and  Ann  Shipley  who  settled  at  Salem  in  1683 ; 
Pennsylvania  Branch — William  and  Elizabeth  Shipley  who 
lived  at  Springfield,  Delaware  County,  as  early  as  1729 ;  New 
Jersey  Branch — Samuel  Shipley,  who  was  born  in  England  in 
1831,  but  who  did  not  arrive  in  America  until  some  years 
later;  Virginia  Branch — John  and  Mary  Shipley  who  settled 
in  Gloucester  County  in  1668. 

There  were  many  Shipley  families  in  Indiana  during 
pioneer  days.  Some  of  them  and  the  counties  in  which  they 
lived  are  herewith  appended  together  with  the  dates  of  the 
records  which  establish  their  residence  in  Indiana. 

Fayette  County:  Philip,  1819;  Margaret,  1821;  Elizabeth,  1924; 
Rebecca,  1825;  Peter,  1826;  Peter,  1830;  Thomas,  1830;  Harmon,  1830; 
Peter,  1830. 
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Monroe  County:  Ruben,  1835;  Catinah,  1840;  Prudence,  1840;  Lucy 
Ann,  1849. 

Morgan  County:  Jesse,  1830;  Benjamin,  1830;  Edward,  1830;  Wil- 
liam, 1830;  Talbott,  1832;  James,  1835;  Benjamin,  1838;  Emily,  1839; 
Margaret,  1841;  Jacob,  no  date. 

Parke  County:  Cynthia  Ann,  1838;  Violet,  1839;  Mary,  1840. 

Putnam  County:  Daniel,  1830;  William,  1838;  Mathias,  ;  Jesse 

L,  1841;  Daniel  C,  1841;  Geo.  W.,  1851;  John,  1851;  Richard,  1851 

Rush  County:  Charles,  1857;  Thomas,  1849;  George,  1830;  Jas.  W., 
 ;  Chas.  E.  . 

Sullivan:  Jared,  1830. 

Tippecanoe:  Mary  Ann,  1832;  Lavina,  1848. 
Vigo:  Michael,  1828. 
Warren:  Johnathan,  1830. 


INDIANA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

FOUNDED  1830 


Has  Published  ten  volumes  of  valuable  material  on  the 
history  of  Indiana. 

Has  Sponsored  the  establishment  and  observance  of  De- 
cember 11  as  Indiana  Day,  the  state  and  national  recogni- 
tion of  George  Rogers  Clark  and  the  winning  of  the  Old 
Northwest,  the  archaeological  survey  of  the  state  and  the 
study  of  its  prehistoric  mounds,  the  Indiana  Magazine  of 
History. 

Has  Co-operated  in  making  the  Lanier  home  in  Madison  a 
state  memorial,  in  annual  historical  tours,  in  the  Indiana 
History  Conferences ;  in  promoting  the  Library  and  Histori- 
cal Building  now  being  completed  by  the  state. 

Gives  Its  Members  the  Indiana  History  Bulletin,  published 
monthly  by  the  Historical  Bureau,  the  Indiana  Magazine  of 
History,  published  quarterly  by  Indiana  University,  its  own 
Publications  as  issued,  and  the  goodly  fellowship  of  those 
who  have  regard  for  the  past — for  the  foundation  on  which 
we  stand  and  on  which  we  hope  to  build. 

Invites  and  Welcomes  into  its  membership  all  who  are  in- 
terested in  these  things,  the  annual  membership  dues  being 
$2.00. 

Hopes  that  all  members  will  promptly  renew  for  1934  and 
use  their  influence  to  obtain  new  members. 


Christopher  B.  Coleman,  Secretary 
Library  and  Historical  Building,  Indianapolis 


THE  GRADUATE  SCHOOL 

INDIANA  UNIVERSITY 

Persons  contemplating  research 
work  in  the  Graduate  School  of  Indi- 
ana University  may  obtain  informa- 
tion relative  to  requirements  for  ad- 
vanced degrees  by  writing  Dean  Fer- 
nandus  Payne.  Those  wishing  to  do 
graduate  work  in  the  Department  of 
History  are  invited  to  correspond 
with  Dr.  A.  L.  Kohlmeier,  Head  of 
the  Department,  concerning  the  facil- 
ities for  research  in  this  field  at  In- 
diana University  during  the  regular 
academic  year  or  the  summer  session. 
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LINCOLN  KIN, 
POET,  HERE 


Kentucky    man,  Remotely 
Related  to  Nancy  Hanks, 


Dr.  Cotton  Noe,  poet  laureate  of 
Kentucky  since  1926,  and  whosS 
great-grandmother  was  &  cousin 
of  Nancy  Hanks,  mother  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  is  in  Los  Angeles,  a 
guest  at  the  Alcala  Apartments,  it 
was  disclosed  last  night.  He  is  ac- 
companied by  Mrs.  Noe. 

Noe  is  here  to  do  research  work 
for  the  University  of  Kentucky  in 
preparation  for  an  anthology  of 
Kentucky  literature.  He  will  spend 
a  part  of  his  time  with  his  sons, 
Cecil  Noe,  a  musician,  and  Milford 
Noe.  radio  technician. 
Noe  is  author  of  five  volumes  of 
I  verse,  four  of  which  have  been 
'  published  and  widely  read.  His 
published  works  are  "The  Loom 
of  Life,"   "The  Blood  of  Rachel, 
and  Other  Poems,"  "Tip  Sams  of 
Kentucky  and  Other  Poems,'  and 
"The  Legend  of  the  Silver  Band. 


Visits  His  Sons 


January  34,  1936 


Mrs.  E.  C.  Aldrldge 
926, Sunset  Drive 
Weaoka,  Oklahoma 

Dear  Mrs.  Aldrid^e: 

Due  to  Dr.  Warren's  speaking  itinerary  it  will 
be  impossible  for  him  to  see  the  material  which  you  sent 
to  him  on  January  30.    I  am  holding  this  until  his  return 
and  trust  it  does  not  inconvenience  you. 

Yours  very  truly, 


MACjLH  Librarian 
M.A.Cook 


/ 
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LINCOLN  \£7  NATIONAL 
LIFE  FOUNDATION 


LOUIS  A.  WARREN 

DIRECTOR 


FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


February  10,  1936 


RESEARCH  BUREAU 

INTERPRETS  THE  LIFE  OF  LINCOLN 
AS  REVEALED  IN  AUTHORIZED  PUBLIC  REC- 
ORDS AND  ORIGINAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


LIBRARY  BUREAU 

GATHERS  AND  CATALOGUES  ALL 
CLASSES  OF  LINCOLN  LITERATURE  FOR 
ITS    REFERENCE  LIBRARY. 


PUBLICATION  BUREAU 

ISSUES  A  WEEKLY  BULLETIN  LIN- 
COLN LORE  AND  PREPARES  HISTORICAL 
DATA  FOR  RELEASE  IN  BOOKS,  PAM- 
PHLETS,  MAGAZINES,  AND  NEWSPAPERS. 


1MFORMAT10N  BUREAU 

COMPILES.  INDEXES,  AND  MAKES  A- 
VAILABLE.  INFORMATION  BEARING  ON  THE 
SUBJECT  OF  LINCOLNIANA. 


EXHIBIT  BUREAU 

COLLECTS  AND  DISPLAYS  IN  ITS  MU- 
SEUM: MANUSCRIPTS,  PORTRAITS.  CURIOS, 
AND  SOUVENIRS.  ASSOCIATED  WITH  LIN- 
COLN. 


SPEAKERS  BUREAU 

PROVIDES  SPEAKERS  FOR  MEETINGS 
OF  CIVIC  CLUBS.  SCHOOL  GROUPS,  CHURCH 
ORGANIZATIONS,  ETC. 


EDUCATIONAL  BUREAU 

PROMOTES  ESSAY  CONTESTS,  AR- 
RANGES PROGRAMS.  AND  STIMULATES  AN 
INTEREST  IN  THE  STUDY  OF  LINCOLN'S 
LIFE. 


MEMORIAL  BUREAU 

MARKS  SITES  OF  HISTORICAL  SIG- 
NIFICANCE. AND  EMPHASIZES  ANNIVER- 
SARY OCCASIONS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  LIN- 
COLN. 


Mrs.  E.  C.  Aldridge 
926  Sunset  Drive 
Wewoka ,  Oklahoma 

Dear  Mrs.  Aldridge: 

I  wish  to  express,  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Warren, 
his  appreciation  for  your  sending  to  us  the  article, 
"The  Mother  of  Lincoln".    We  have  read  it  with  very 
much  enthusiasm  out  knowing  Dr.  Warren's  views  on  the 
subject,  I  believe  he  is  from  another  school  of  thought 
concerning  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  and  his  views  are  very 
well  founded. 


Yours  very  truly, 


0 


MAC : LH 
MACook 


Librarian 


St^^^o.  t&<7  -<^dL  £jl?". 


"The  Center  of  Lincoln  Information  in  America" 


Roosevelt  Is 
KinofQeorge 
And  Abe  Too? 


SALT  LAKE  CITY,  Feb.  3.—0P)— 
Karl  Weiss,  a  genealogy  director 
in  the  Latter  Day  Saints  church,  said 
today  George  Washington,  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
all  are  direct  descendants  of  Lady 

•  Elizabeth  or  Isabel  De  Vermandois  of 
Norman  nobility,  who  lived  during  the 
twelfth  century. 

Weiss  is  drawing  a  chart  and  will 
-  send  it  to  the  White  House.  The 
c  chart  is  the  result  of  20  years  study. 
5      Lady  Elizabeth  was  the  daughter  of 

•  Hugh  The  Great,  duke  of  Burgundy 
■  and  France,  Weiss  said.  Through  six 
:  separate  strains  she  descended  from 
i  Charlemagne.    Her  mother  was  Adel- 

heid  De  Varmandois,  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  Alfred  The  Great. 

Weiss  traced  the  ancestry  of  Pres- 
ident Roosevelt  through  Reginald  de 
Warren,  second  son  of  Lady  Eliza- 
i  beth's  second  marriage.  Following  the 
strain  of  Reginald  through  16  genera- 
tions, the  name  of  Richard  Warren 
1  appeared  among  the  passengers  on 
the  Mayflower.  Through  Warrens 
Granddaughter,  Mercy  Warren— she 
married  Jonathan  Delano,  a  lieuten- 
and  and  leader  of  18  white  men  who 
raided  an  Indian  stronghold  during 
the  Pequot  war— President  Roosevelt 
descends,  Weiss  said. 


March  5,  1936 


Mrs.  S»  C.  Aldridge 
926  Sunset  Drive 
Wewoka.,  Oklahoma 

My  dear  Madam* 

I  am  Just  back  at  my  desk  for  a  few  days  after 
a  long  absence  and  find  your  letter  with  its  interesting 

clipping. 

We  have  taken  the  opportunity  to  copy  some  of 
the  material  which  you  kindly  enclosed  so  that  we  may 
return  to  you  the  clippings  and  letters  with  reference  to 
the  Lincoln  contacts  with  your  family. 

we  would  very  much  like  to  have  any  other  in- 
formation relative  to  the  marriages  between  the  Shi ploys 
and  Stearraans  as  we  are  now  doing  some  work  on  this  family 
in  Bedford  County,  Virginia. 

Thanking  you  again  for  your  interest,  I  am 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWtLH 
Enc. 


Director 


April  23,  1936 


Mrs.  E.  C.  Aldr idge 
926  Sunset  to  It© 
Wewofca,  Oklahoma 

My  dear  Mrs.  Aldr idgQ : 

Thank  you  rery  much  for  enclosing  in  your  letter  the 
clipping  from  Salt  Lake  City. 

I  had  the  pleasure  a  year  ago  of  meeting  Mr .  Weiss, 
General  Director  of  the  church  work  at  Bait  Lake  City,  and  I  am 
sure  I  could  not  say  as  to  the  accuracy  of  his  findings  without 
seeing  some  of  his  documents,  which  he  uses  to  establish  hie 
claims. 

It  has  occurred  to  ma  thatyou  might  like  to  hare  a  copy 
of  a  little  bulletin  I  prepared  some  years  ago  on  the  parentage 
of  fancy  Banks  which  will  allow  you  to  see  how  many  theories  hare 
been  put  forth.    I  feel  quite  confident  myself  that  lancy  Eanks 
was  the  daughter  of  James  Banks  and  Lucy  Shipley  Banks  and  I 
think  possibly  eventually  this  fact  may  be  sustained. 

I  would  be  very  glad  indeed  if  you  could  put  me  in 
touch  with  other  members  of  the  family  who  may  hare  any  old 
records  or  family  bibles  which  would  help  in  establishing  the 
family  lineage. 

Very  truly  your  a, 


LAW:AAM 


Director 


October  21,  19*1 


Mr  Mllo  Qua if • 
Burton  Dlbrary 
Detroit,  Mich. 

|fcr  dear  Mr.  Qua  if  e: 

Do  you  know  whether  or  not  there  le  any  list  of 
the  White  Captives  In  custody  of  the  Indians  In  Canada 
who  were  returned  to  the  States  shortly  after  the  St.  Clair 
defeat. 

X  am  especially  Interested  In  the  history  of 
Sarah  Shipley  Mitchell,  who  was  a  captive  girl  In  the  hands  of  the 
Pottawatomie©    retained  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit  and  is  said 
to  have  heard  the  guns  at  St.  Clair's  defeat.    She  was  said  to 
have  been  surrendered  under  Vayes  Treaty. 

Could  you  give  st©  any  lead  that  would  assist  ns  in 
finding  the  name  of  this  girl  on  any  of  the  early  documents 

at  Detroit. 

Tery  truly  yours, 


IAWiEB  Director 


Detroit  Public  Library- 
Detroit,  Michigan 
October  28,  1941 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Warren: 

I  do  not  know  of  any  such  list  of  captives  returned 
following  St.  Clair's  defeat,  although  individual  instances  of 
narratives  of  the  return  of  such  captives  can  be  provided.  One 
of  the  best  of  these  is  found  in  the  story  of  Oliver  M.  Spencer, 
which  has  been  many  times  reprinted,  most  recently  by  myself  in 
the  Lakeside  Classics  Series.    Probably  you  can  readily  find  one 
or  another  edition  of  Spencer's  narrative  in  one  of  the  Fort  Wayne 
libraries. 

An  illustration  of  similar  sort,  although  having 
nothing  to  do  with  captives  of  St.  Clair' s  defeat,  is  the  well-known 
narrative  of  Mrs.  Juliette  A.  Kinzie  entitled  WAU-BON,  THE  "EARLY 
DAI"  IN  THE  NORTH-WEST.    This  also  I  have  reprinted  in  the  Lakeside 
Classics.    Mrs.  Kinzie' s  mother-in-law,  the  wife  of  trader  John 
Kinzie  of  Detroit  and  early  Chicago  fame  (incidentally  he  lived 
at  Fort  Wayne  for  a  time,  being  chased  away  as  the  result  of  the 
Harmar  invasion  of  1790),  was  a  captive  from  the  Pittsburgh  area 
during  the  close  of  the  Revolution. 

Speaking  more  generally,  Fort  Niagara  and  Detroit  were 
the  two  centers  to  which  Indian  captives  were  likely  to  be  taken. 
Those  from  the  Kentucky  and  western  area  generally,  usually  turned 
up  at  Detroit  (that  is,  if  they  turned  up  at  all).    In  fact,  we 
have  various  descendants  of  some  of  these  Kentucky  captives  still 
living  here  in  Detroit  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity  across  the  River. 
For  your  possible  entertainment,  I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  short 
account  I  published  some  years  ago  of  the  experiences  of  two  captive 
children  who  were  brought  here  from  Virginia. 

The  foregoing,  you  will  perceive  is  by  way  of  offering 
a  brief  exposition  concerning  the  general  background  of  your  inquiry. 
I  have  looked  in  our  various  indexes  for  some  mention  of  Sarah 
Shipley  Mitchell,  without  finding  any  notice  of  her.    I  am  led  to 
infer  from  the  character  of  your  inquiry  that  you  may  have  some  clue 
(such  as  where  she  lived  in  later  life,  etc.)  which  you  have  not 
supplied  me.    If  you  have  such  further  information  which  might  aid 
in  historical  detection,  we  will  try  to  do  what  we  can  to  run  it 
down,  but  as  matters  stand,  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  we  know  nothing 
of  the  woman  in  question. 
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Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren  October  28,  1941 

It  would  gratify  us  much  if  you  could  come  up  to 
our  Wayne  Executive  Committee  meeting  on  the  afternoon  of 
November  7. 


Sincerely  yours, 


If.  H.  QUAIFE 


MMy:P 
End. 
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Two  Captives  of  Old  Detroit 

By  M.  M.  Ouaife. 

THE  captives  whose  story  we  propose  to  tell,  were  James 
and  Mary  Moore,  brother  and  sister,  who,  for  a  time, 
were  unwilling  residents  of  Detroit  almost  a  century  and  a 
half  ago.  To  tell  it  properly,  we  must  carry  our  readers 
over  a  wide  extent  of  country  and  a  considerable  sweep  of 
time;  and  the  narration  will  range  the  heights  and  depths  of 
domestic  peace  and  tragedy,  of  noble  and  ignoble  deeds. 

James  Moore  was  a  Scot  living  in  the  north  of  Ireland 
who,  about  the  year  1726,  found  his  way  to  the  New  World 
and  settled  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania.  There  he  mar- 
ried Jane  Walker,  who  was,  like  himself,  of  Scotch-Irish 
origin.  The  Scots  are  a  race  of  wanderers,  and  to  them  has 
been  due,  in  no  small  part,  the  westward  march  of  the  Amer- 
ican frontier  across  the  continent.  From  Pennsylvania, 
Moore  and  his  father-in-law  removed  with  their  families  to 
form  a  new  home  in  what  is  now  Rockbridge  County,  Vir- 
ginia. Here  the  Moores  reared  a  family  of  five  sons  and  five 
daughters,  and  here  the  parents  were  content  to  live  out  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  The  second  son  of  this  Roosevel- 
tian  family  bore  his  father's  name,  James  Moore.  He  grew 
to  maturity  in  Rockbridge  County  and,  marrying  Martha 
Poage,  established  a  home  a  few  miles  south  of  Natural 
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Bridge,  where  he  resided  several  years  and  where  his  five 
older  children  were  born. 

Because  a  slant-eyed  race  of  Orientals,  living  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  earth,  entertains  a  curious  superstition 
concerning  the  supposed  medicinal  virtues  of  ginseng,  a  plant 
which  grows  wild  in  the  American  forests,  the  destiny  of 
the  Moore  household  was  completely  altered.  About  the 
year  1770,  Samuel  Walker,  a  cousin  of  James  Moore,  made 
an  excursion  into  the  wilds  of  southwestern  Virginia  in 
search  of  ginseng.  He  returned  to  tell  such  glowing"  tales 
of  the  beauty  of  the  valleys  he  had  visited  and  the  advantages 
they  held  out  to  the  settler,  that  Moore  resolved  to  remove 
thither. 

The  place  selected  for  his  new  home  was  a  long  narrow 
valley,  hemmed  in  by  towering  mountains,  in  modern  Taze- 
well County,  and  named  for  its  supposed  discoverer,  Abb's 
Valley.  Moore  was  a  man  of  decided  energy,  with  a  taste 
for  raising  improved  live  stock.  The  valley  was  extraordi- 
narily fertile,  and  this,  together  with  the  fact  that  it  was 
off  the  main  highways  of  travel,  seemed  to  the  homeseeker 
to  present  special  opportunities  for  developing  the  agricul- 
tural estate  he  had  in  mind.  Before  removing  his  family 
to  what  was  still  a  wilderness,  Moore  went  out  in  the  spring, 
accompanied  by  some  laborers,  and  with  their  aid,  built  a 
cabin  and  planted  a  crop.  Then,  leaving  the  place  in  charge 
of  an  Englishman  named  Simpson,  who  had  been  long  in 
his  employ,  he  returned  to  Rockbridge  County  for  his  family, 
which  he  conducted  to  its  new  home  in  the  autumn. 

There  the  Moore  family  throve  and  prospered  until  its 
existence  was  blotted  out  in  the  manner  we  shall  presently 
describe.  Before  long  the  troubles  which  culminated  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  came  on,  and  nowhere  else  were  the 
people  more  sorely  beset  than  on  the  exposed  frontier  of 
western  Virginia.  In  the  warfare  that  ensued,  James  Moore 
bore  his  full  share.  In  1774,  he  served  as  a  private  in  the 
army  of  Colonel  Andrew  Lewis  which  fought  and  won  the 
famous  battle  of  Point  Pleasant;  in  the  spring  of  1778,  he 
was  commissioned  captain  of  a  company  of  militia  "on  the 
waters  of  the  Bluestone";  and  in  1781,  he  led  this  company 
to  the  relief  of  General  Greene  in  North  Carolina,  where,  at 
the  battle  of  Guilford  Court  House,  his  riflemen  are  said  to 
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have  withstood  the  first  charge  delivered  by  the  British  in- 
fantry. 

But  these  enterprises  are  mere  interludes  in  our  story  of 
Captain  Moore's  career,  which  chiefly  concerns  his  activities 
in  his  secluded  mountain  valley.  Throughout  the  war,  the 
Virginia  frontier  was  sadly  harried  by  war-parties  of  sav- 
ages from  across  the  Ohio,  most  of  whom  were  set  in  motion 
by  the  British  authorities  in  Detroit.  Although  the  Moore 
retreat  long  escaped  visitation,  the  general  insecurity  of  the 
time,  and  the  state  of  dread  produced  by  the  excursions  of 
the  savages,  led  several  families  to  desert  the  valley  for  a 
safer  abode  within  the  line  of  settlements.  But  Moore,  a 
resolute  and  courageous  man,  steadfastly  refused  to  aban- 
don his  chosen  retreat.  As  the  years  passed,  more  children 
were  added  to  the  family  until,  in  1784,  they  numbered  nine, 
and  James  Jr.,  one  of  the  eldest,  was  now  a  youth  of 
fourteen. 

One  day,  in  September,  1784,  James  was  told  by  his 
father  to  go  to  a  field  some  distance  away  and  catch  a  horse 
on  which  to  ride  to  the  mill.  He  proceeded  to  his  task  with 
a  feeling  of  dread,  for  a  strong  premonition  of  impending 
disaster  had  unaccountably  possessed  his  mind.  Suddenly 
from  behind  a  log,  three  Indians  sprang  forth,  one  of  whom 
quickly  seized  him  in  a  powerful  grasp.  The  warriors  were 
Shawnee  from  western  Ohio,  members  of  a  tribe  which  had 
launched  uncounted  raids  upon  the  American  border.  The 
thoroughly  frightened  boy  at  first  began  to  scream,  but  he 
was  soon  silenced  by  the  admonitions  of  his  captor.  The 
latter  was  a  powerful  man  of  stern  countenance,  who  went 
by  the  name  of  Black  Wolf.  His  two  companions  were 
young  warriors,  one  of  them  being  the  son  of  Black  Wolf. 

The  party  soon  began  a  rapid  retreat  which  was  to  con- 
tinue for  twenty-two  days.  The  young  warriors  marched 
in  front,  Moore  following  in  their  tracks,  and  Black  Wolf 
brought  up  the  rear.  The  object  of  this  arrangement  was 
that  the  older  and  more  experienced  warrior  might  elim- 
inate all  signs  of  their  trail  which  might  afford  guidance 
to  a  pursuing  party  of  whites.  After  several  miles  of  diffi- 
cult and  painful  progress  through  the  broken,  hilly  wilder- 
ness, the  party  halted  for  the  night.  Drenched  with  rain, 
and  without  food  or  fire,  they  lay  down  in  a  thicket  of  laurel, 
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Black  Wolf  having  securely  tied  young  Moore  to  himself 
with  a  rope  to  prevent  the  boy's  escaping  while  his  captors 
slept.  At  daybreak  the  journey  was  resumed,  and  at  night- 
fall another  camp  was  made,  similar  to  the  first.  Until  the 
fourth  day  the  party  was  entirely  without  food.  Then  a 
buffalo  was  killed  and  from  the  meat  a  broth  was  made 
which  all  drank  to  satiety.  In  obedience  to  their  custom 
after  sustaining  a  long  fast,  the  Indians  refrained  from  eat- 
ing the  meat  itself. 

On  reaching  the  Ohio  River,  the  warriors  contrived  a 
raft  of  dry  logs  bound  together  with  grapevines,  on  which 
to  cross  the  stream.  The  route  led  up  the  Big  Scioto  and 
thence  on  to  Wapatomica,  the  Shawnee  village  in  modern 
Logan  County,  Ohio.  The  boy  made  the  entire  journey 
barefooted,  suffering  much  from  bruises  on  his  feet,  and 
carrying,  most  of  the  way,  a  Dutch  oven  on  his  back.  On 
approaching  the  town,  the  warriors  painted  their  faces 
black ;  the  fact  that  they  did  not  paint  their  prisoner  indi- 
cated that  he  was  to  be  spared,  instead  of  being  subjected 
to  torture.  On  arrival  he  was  sold  by  Black  Wolf  to  the 
latter's  half-sister,  the  purchase  price  being  an  old  gray  horse. 
She  proved  an  indulgent  mistress,  and  being  accounted  a 
woman  of  wealth  among  the  Indians,  Moore's  lot  as  a  cap- 
tive was  a  comparatively  fortunate  one.  He  was  treated 
well  by  his  captors  and  permitted  to  share  the  joys  and 
hardships  incident  to  their  mode  of  life.  The  latter,  how- 
ever, were  far  from  trivial.  Before  long  he  was  dispatched 
by  his  mistress  on  a  winter's  hunting  excursion  in  company 
with  her  half-brother  and  several  other  warriors.  Of  this 
experience  he  subsequently  wrote :  "We  were  very  unsuc- 
cessful. My  sufferings  from  hunger  and  cold  were  very 
great ;  I  had  scarcely  any  clothing ;  the  snow  was  knee-deep ; 
my  blanket  was  too  short  to  cover  me ;  often  after  having 
laid  down  and  drawn  up  my  feet  to  get  them  underneath 
my  blanket,  I  was  so  benumbed  that  I  could  not,  without 
considerable  exertion,  get  my  legs  stretched  out  again. 
Early  in  the  morning  the  old  Indian  would  build  up  a  large 
fire,  and  send  [for]  me  and  all  the  young  Indians,  and  make 
us  plunge  all  over  in  cold  water,  which  I  think  was  a  very 
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great  benefit  to  me,  and  prevented  me  from  catching  cold, 
as  is  usual  under  circumstances  of  so  much  exposure." 

A  somewhat  curious  circumstance  procured  the  captive's 
release.  He  was  permitted  to  attend  a  dance  in  a  neighbor- 
ing village,  in  company  with  the  husband  of  his  mistress. 
There  he  encountered  a  trader  from  Kentucky  who  had 
formerly  been  a  captive  among  these  same  Indians,  and 
through  him  was  able  to  send  word  to  his  parents  of  his 
whereabouts.  At  the  same  dance  was  a  Frenchman  from 
Detroit,  who  conceived  a  fancy  for  the  captive  boy  by 
reason  of  his  resemblance  to  one  of  his  own  sons,  and  pur- 
chased him  for  the  equivalent  of  fifty  dollars  in  trader's 
wares.  He  then  took  the  boy  to  Detroit  and  made  him  a 
member  of  his  household  on  a  footing  with  his  own  sons. 
"I  ate  at  his  table,"  says  Moore,  "and  slept  in  a  good  feather 
bed  with  his  son.  In  him  and  his  wife  I  met  with  a  father 
and  mother  indeed.  They  always  gave  me  good  counsel  and 
advised  me,  particularly  Mrs.  Arioma,  not  to  abandon  the 
idea  of  returning  home,  but  to  try  and  accomplish  it." 

Five  years  were  to  elapse  before  the  opportunity  came, 
and  by  this  time,  as  we  shall  see,  Moore  no  longer  had  a 
home  to  which  to  return.  In  Abb's  Valley  life  flowed  on 
after  his  kidnapping  much  the  same  as  before.  One  may 
feel  sure  that  the  grief -stricken  mother  mourned  for  her 
boy  through  many  a  sleepless  night,  while  the  stoical  father 
pursued  his  daily  tasks,  doubtless,  with  less  of  eagerness 
than  was  his  wont  before  the  wilderness  swallowed  up  his 
son.  But  the  routine  demands  of  life  are  inexorable,  and 
in  their  satisfaction,  one  finds,  at  length,  surcease  of 
sorrow. 

Thus  two  years  passed  away,  and  another  harvest 
was  at  hand.  On  a  morning  in  July,  1786,  Abb's  Valley 
presented  the  usual  scene  of  rural  domestic  activity.  James 
Moore  was  salting  his  horses ;  his  wife  was  busy  with  her 
housework ;  two  of  the  children  were  at  the  spring ;  two 
men  were  at  work  in  the  harvest  field,  and  another  (the 
faithful  Simpson,  still  in  Moore's  employ)  lay  sick  in  the 
attic.  Suddenly  the  terrible  war-whoop  rang  out,  and  two 
bands  of  painted  demons  sprang  from  concealment  to  begin 
their  work  of  destruction.    The  two  children  at  the  spring, 


70 


Burton  Historical  Collection  Leaflet 


Rebecca  and  William,  were  slain,  and  another,  Alexander, 
was  killed  before  the  house.  Mary,  a  child  of  nine,  gained 
the  house,  and  Mrs.  Moore  and  Martha  Evans,  a  member 
of  the  household,  hastily  shut  and  barred  the  door.  Moore, 
unable  to  reach  the  house,  ran  on  through  the  lot  that  sur- 
rounded it  and,  climbing  the  fence,  paused  a  moment  to 
look  back.  As  he  did  so,  half  a  dozen  bullets  pierced  his 
body ;  he  ran  a  few  steps,  fell,  and  died.  The  two  harvest 
hands,  meanwhile,  helpless  to  assist  the  beleaguered  family, 
succeeded  in  making  their  escape. 

Within  the  house  was  terror  and  confusion,  but  even 
in  this  awful  trial  unselfish  courage  and  heroism,  the  finer 
flowers  of  civilization,  were  not  wanting.  The  sick  man, 
Simpson,  was  shot  and  killed  before  he  had  any  opportunity 
to  aid  in  the  defense.  Martha  Evans  and  Mary  Moore  hid 
themselves  under  the  floor,  taking  Margaret,  the  infant, 
with  them ;  but  the  sobbing  of  the  babe,  which  could  not 
be  stilled,  prevented  the  idea  of  concealment,  and  Mary 
was  forced  to  choose  between  placing  her  on  the  floor  alone, 
or  coming  forth  to  share  her  fate.  Unwilling  to  abandon 
her  baby  sister,  the  brave  girl  crept  from  her  hiding  place. 
Meanwhile,  the  Indians  were  hacking  at  the  door  with  their 
tomahawks,  and  Mrs.  Moore,  realizing  that  further 
resistance  was  hopeless,  removed  the  bars  and  admitted 
them. 

Satiated,  apparently,  with  the  slaughter  already  perpe- 
trated, the  warriors  contented  themselves  with  taking  Mrs. 
Moore  and  the  four  surviving  children,  Mary,  Jane,  John, 
and  Margaret,  captives.  Having  helped  themselves  to  the 
plunder  they  fancied,  they  set  fire  to  the  house  and  began 
to  catch  the  horses  in  preparation  for  their  departure. 
Martha  Evans  now  crept  from  her  hiding  place  and,  slip- 
ping from  the  house,  concealed  herself  behind  a  log  a  short 
distance  away,  but  it  chanced  that  an  Indian  came  to'  the 
spot  and  she,  too,  became  a  captive. 

Thus  was  the  homestead  of  James  Moore  blotted  out. 
The  rising  sun  had  smiled  upon  a  united,  happy  family ; 
its  declining  rays  saw  but  the  ashes  of  the  homestead  and 
the  mutilated  corpses  of  the  father  and  his  murdered  chil- 
dren.   Leaving  them  to  their  last  long  sleep,  therefore,  we 
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turn  to  follow  the  sad-eyed  captives  on  their  terrible  wilder- 
ness journey. 

As  always  on  such  raids,  the  Indians,  fearful  of  pur- 
suit, traveled  at  topmost  speed.  Before  long  it  became 
apparent  that  John  could  not  maintain  the  pace  they  set. 
A  tomahawk  was  sunk  into  his  brain  and  his  lifeless  body 
was  carefully  hidden  from  the  sight  of  possible  pursuers. 
At  night  the  party  lay  down,  each  captive  tied  to  a  warrior. 
Such  was  the  daily  program  until  the  third  day,  when  infant 
Margaret's  troubles  ended.  The  child  was  fretful  and 
wailing,  and  the  savages  concluded  to  free  themselves  from 
the  disturbance  she  caused.  Seizing  her  by  the  heels,  one 
of  them  dashed  out  her  brains  against  a  tree-trunk  and 
tossed  the  poor  body  nonchalantly  aside.  However  shocking 
the  child's  fate  may  seem  to  the  reader,  it  was  doubtless 
preferable  to  what  it  would  inevitably  have  been  had  a 
further  lease  of  life  been  granted  her. 

More  terrible,  far,  was  the  fate  of  Mrs.  Moore  and 
another  of  her  children.  They  were  brought  to  Wapato- 
mica,  the  same  town  to  which  James  Moore  had  been  car- 
ried in  1784.  Here  Mary  was  taken  into  the  wigwam  of 
an  old  man  who  treated  her  with  much  kindness.  Mrs. 
Moore  and  Jane,  however,  for  some  reason  which  now  can 
only  be  surmised,  were  reserved  for  the  awful  fate  of  death 
by  torture  at  the  stake.  If  the  family  narrative  may  be 
credited,  this  act  was  perpetrated  by  a  Cherokee  war  party 
which,  returning  from  an  unsuccessful  raid,  stopped  at  the 
Shawnee  village.  Angered  by  the  sight  of  the  prisoners, 
they  took  advantage  of  a  drinking  bout,  in  which  the  Shaw- 
nee indulged,  to  put  Mrs.  Moore  and  Jane  to  death.  To 
dwell  upon  the  horror  of  such  a  scene  would  serve  no  useful 
purpose.  To  Mrs.  Moore  death  probably  held  no  terrors 
in  store  after  all  she  had  gone  through,  but  her  sufferings 
must  have  been  intensified  by  the  spectacle  of  her  innocent 
child  undergoing  such  tortures  as  only  demoniac  minds 
could  devise. 

There  remained  alive  the  two  girls,  Mary  Moore  and 
Martha  Evans.  Their  captivity  among  the  Shawnee  was 
prolonged  about  two  years,  during  which  time  they  were 
treated  with  such  consideration  as  the  savages  knew  how 
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to  bestow,  and  their  hardships  were  principally  those  inci- 
dent to  the  daily  life  of  the  red  man.  Mary  Moore,  who 
seems  to  have  possessed  throughout  her  life  a  very  pious 
disposition,  had  carried  with  her  from  her  burning  home 
a  copy  of  the  New  Testament,  and  this  she  managed  to 
retain  throughout  all  her  wanderings.  An  old  Indian  of 
the  town  to  which  she  belonged  would  frequently  ask  her 
to  read  to  him,  and  when  any  of  the  young  ones  sought 
to  torment  her  by  taking  the  book  from  her,  he  would 
always  interpose  in  her  behalf.  At  length  an  army  of  Ken- 
tuckians  raided  and  burned  the  Shawnee  towns,  the  occu- 
pants flying  in  wild  haste  before  them.  When  the  whites 
retired  and  the  natives  were  enabled  to  return  to  their 
villages,  winter  was  at  hand,  and  with  their  stores  of  pro- 
visions destroyed,  starvation  stared  them  in  the  face.  In 
their  extremity,  they  determined  to  appeal  to  their  British 
"father"  for  relief,  and,  taking  the  captive  girls  with  them, 
they  set  out  for  Detroit.  The  journey  was  one  of  great 
hardship  for  the  captives,  whose  feet  were  covered  with 
deerskin  moccasins  and  whose  clothing  was  far  from  ade- 
quate. Protected  by  a  single  blanket,  they  frequently  awoke 
in  the  morning  to  find  themselves  covered  with  several 
inches  of  snow  which  had  fallen  during  the  night.  On 
reaching  Detroit1  the  Indians  indulged,  as  always  when 
the  means  was  at  hand,  their  fatal  appetite  for  the  white 
man's  fire-water;  and  to  procure  the  liquor  they  desired, 
they  readily  bartered  off  the  two  captives.  Martha  Evans 
was  purchased  by  a  man  near  Detroit  who  soon  released 
her,  upon  which  she  found  employment  and  kind  treatment 
in  the  family  of  James  Donaldson,  a  resident  of  the  place. 
Mary  Moore  was  bought,  for  half  a  gallon  of  rum  it  is  said, 
by  John  Stockwell,  a  refugee  loyalist.  Of  him  we  have 
but  little  information ;  the  little  we  have  induces  no  desire 
for  more.  He  lived  at  "New  Settlement"  (near  modern 
Amherstburg),  which  was  founded  at  the  close  of  the 
Revolution,  as  a  center  of  loyalist  refugees.  Documents 
preserved  among  the  Askin  Papers  in  the  Burton  Historical 

1  According  to  the  family  narrative,  this  was  in  the  early  winter  of  17SS; 
but  the  Shawnee  towns  were  raided  by  Colonel  Logan  in  1786,  the  same  year 
the  Moore  home  was  destroyed.  If  the  girls  remained  two  years  among  the 
Indians,  something  other  than  the  destruction  of  the  Shawnee  towns  must  have 
brought  their  captors  to  Detroit. 
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Collection  indicate  that  he  was  a  man  of  violent,  domineer- 
ing temper.  Thus,  in  July,  1792,  Henry  Ramsey  made 
oath  that  while  he  was  at  the  house  of  a  neighbor,  Stock- 
well  came  and  after  "verry  abusive  language"  challenged 
him  out  to  fight ;  and  although  several  persons  told  him 
that  Ramsey  was  unwell,  Stockwell  assaulted  him,  knock- 
ing him  down  and  stamping  on  him  with  his  feet.  So 
much  did  some  of  his  neighbors  dislike  Stockwell  that, 
although  he  was  an  officer  of  militia  whose  zeal  for  the 
King's  service  was  undoubted,  in  1794,  when  the  local 
militia  was  called  out  for  service  against  General  Wayne 
in  Ohio,  they  refused  to  serve  under  him.  In  time  of 
civil  war,  bitterness  on  the  part  of  the  contestants  toward 
their  opponents  is  to  be  expected ;  but  so  well  did  Stockwell 
cherish  his  bitterness  against  his  former  compatriots  that 
as  late  as  1814  he  was  reported  by  a  British  authority  as 
"thirsting"  to  distinguish  himself  against  the  Americans, 
and  as  ambitious  to  "play  havoc  with  his  neighbor  settlers 
[Americans]"  if  allowed  to  lead  a  few  Indians  against 
them. 

Such  was  the  man  to  whose  tender  mercies  forlorn 
Mary  Moore  now  found  herself  committed.  He  made  of 
her  a  household  drudge,  and  subjected  her  to  grossly  brutal 
treatment.  Meanwhile,  not  far  away  her  brother  James 
was  living  with  his  French  benefactor.  When  he  learned 
of  his  sister's  presence  in  the  vicinity,  he  improved  an  early 
opportunity  to  pay  her  a  visit.  He  found  her  "in  a  most 
abject  condition,  almost  naked,  clothed  in  a  few  dirty,  tat- 
tered rags,  an  object  of  pity  indeed."  Thus  the  joy  over 
the  reunion  was  mingled  with  sorrow  over  the  shocking 
condition  of  Mary's  life  and  grief  at  the  mournful  tale  she 
imparted  concerning  the  sad  fate  of  the  remainder  of  the 
family. 

Into  our  story  pleasantly  flits  for  a  moment  the  man 
who  has  acquired  the  most  malodorous  reputation  of  all 
that  lurid  time.  Living  near  Amherstburg,  but  frequently 
at  Detroit,  was  Simon  Girty,  the  mere  mention  of  whose 
name  sufficed  to  blanch  the  cheeks  of  women  and  rouse 
to  fury  the  men  throughout  all  the  American  border.  To 
him  young  Moore  appealed  for  assistance  in  securing  his 
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sister's  release  from  servitude  to  Stockwell,  and  Girty  went 
with  the  boy  to  Alexander  McKee,  Superintendent  of 
Indian  Affairs  at  Detroit.  That  official  heard  Moore's 
story,  and  seems  to  have  required  Stockwell  to  appear  before 
him.  The  upshot  was  that  although  Mary's  servitude  con- 
tinued, it  was  agreed  that  when  an  opportunity  for  her 
to  return  home  was  presented,  she  was  to  be  released  by 
Stockwell  without  remuneration.  What  measure  of  influ- 
ence Simon  Girty  may  have  exercised  in  this  transaction, 
we  have  no  way  of  knowing,  but  his  intervention  on  behalf 
of  the  oppressed  girl  stands  out  in  marked  contrast  to  the 
general  story  of  his  misguided  career. 

Five  years  had  now  passed  away  since  young  James 
Moore  had  been  hurried  into  captivity,  and,  with  the  easy 
forgetfulness  of  youth,  he  was  fast  losing  all  desire  to 
return  to  his  kinsmen,  when  Thomas  Evans,  brother  of 
Martha,  appeared  in  Detroit.  By  painful  effort,  he  had 
succeeded  in  tracing  the  movements  of  his  sister,  and,  with 
a  scanty  sum  of  money,  had  traveled  the  long  and  dangerous 
route  to  Detroit,  intent  on  reclaiming  her.  On  a  day  in 
October,  1789,  James  and  Mary  Moore  bade  farewell  to 
Detroit  and  embarked  on  a  trader's  vessel  for  the  Moravian 
towns  on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Erie.  There  they  were 
joined  by  Thomas  and  Martha  Evans,  who,  apparently,  had 
journeyed  overland  from  Detroit.  From  the  Moravian 
towns  the  four  traveled  across  Ohio  to  Pittsburgh,  escorted 
about  half  the  way  by  a  party  of  friendly  Indians.  At 
Pittsburgh  they  stayed  for  some  time,  delayed  by  an  injury 
which  Evans  had  suffered.  At  length  they  resumed  their 
journey,  which  ended  at  the  home  of  an  uncle  of  the  Moores, 
a  few  miles  southwest  of  Staunton,  Virginia.  After  years 
of  exile,  the  wanderers  had  returned. 

In  all  properly  constructed  stories  hero  and  heroine  live 
happily  ever  afterward,  while  the  villain  does  not  escape 
his  just  reward.  Since  ours  is  a  tale  of  real  life  we  can 
comply  with  this  prescription  only  in  part.  Simon  Girty, 
after  years  of  suffering,  closed  his  evil  career  at  Amherst- 
burg  in  1818,  and  his  remains  repose  in  an  unmarked  grave. 
James  Donaldson,  Martha  Evans'  benefactor,  died  in  1802, 
leaving  two  daughters,  and  many  of  their  descendants  still 
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reside  in  Detroit.  More  interesting  to  us,  however,  is  the 
future  lot  of  the  captive  children,  after  their  return  to 
Virginia.  James  Moore  remained  in  Rockbridge  County, 
where  his  grandfather  resided,  for  several  years.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1797,  he  married  Barbara  Taylor,  and  soon  there- 
after moved  with  her  to  Abb's  Valley  and  settled  upon  the 
land  where  his  father  had  been  slain  in  the  raid  of  1786. 
At  the  same  time  his  brother  Joseph,  who,  at  the  time  of 
the  massacre,  had  been  absent  from  his  home  on  a  visit  to 
his  grandparents  and  who  had  remained  with  them  ever 
since,  also  located  in  Tazewell  County.  He  had  acquired 
a  better  education  than  most  of  his  neighbors  possessed,  a 
knowledge  of  surveying  being  one  of  his  accomplishments. 
When  the  county  court  was  organized  he  became  its  deputy 
clerk.  The  descendants  of  James  and  Joseph  Moore  are 
now  numbered  by  hundreds,  and  many  of  them  still  reside 
in  Tazewell  County,  some  of  them  on  the  very  land  where 
Captain  Moore  pitched  his  homestead  more  than  a  century 
and  a  half  ago.  The  story  of  the  massacre  of  the  Moore 
family  and  of  the  subsequent  vicissitudes  undergone  by  the 
captives  became  imbedded  in  the  lore  of  the  Virginia  fron- 
tier, and  for  a  century  or  more  a  rude  ballad  was  sung  by 
the  mountaineers  reciting  the  gory  details  of  the  torturing 
of  Mrs.  Moore: 

"The  smoke  from  her  body  doth  rise ; 

She  begs  for  their  pity  in  vain : 
The  savages  hear  her  cries. 

And  with  dancing  laugh  at  her  pain. 
Three  days  in  this  manner  she  lay, 

Tormented  and  bleeding  the  while," 

until  at  length  God  took  pity  upon  her  and  "in  praise  she 
her  breath  did  resign." 

In  Abb's  Valley  James  Moore  reared  a  large  family,2 
lived  a  sober  and  religious  life,  and  died  at  an  advanced  age 


2One  of  his  sons,  William  T.  Moore,  who  lived  until  1894,  in  his  later 
years,  procured  the  erection  of  a  church,  which  is  known  as  the  Moore  Me- 
morial Church,  in  Abb's  Valley,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  spot  where 
his  grandfather  was  slain  in  178(5. 
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in  1848.  His  sister  Mary,  who  had  chosen  to  face  the  up- 
raised tomahawk  rather  than  abandon  her  baby  sister,  on 
attaining  maturity  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Brown,  a 
Presbyterian  preacher.  Of  the  seven  sons  she  reared,  five 
became,  like  their  father,  Presbyterian  preachers.  Despite 
her  terrible  experiences  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  she  mani- 
fested throughout  her  later  life  a  strong  sympathy  for  the 
wild  dwellers  of  the  forest,  supporting  every  measure  for 
civilizing  and  christianizing  them.  In  the  cemetery  of  New 
Providence  Church  in  Rockbridge  County,  which  her  hus- 
band served  as  pastor,  her  grave  may  still  be  seen. 

We  are  not  content  to  end  our  story  without  some  at- 
tempt to  identify  the  family  to  whose  kindness  James  Moore 
was  so  heavily  indebted.  There  was  no  one  in  Detroit  named 
Baptiste  Arioma,  and  it  is  obvious  that  Moore's  ignorance 
of  French  pronunciation  and  spelling  were  such  that  he  was 
able  merely  to  approximate  in  English  the  real  name  of  his 
benefactor.  Having  in  mind  such  considerations  as  seem 
pertinent  to  the  case,  we  incline  to  believe  that  instead  of 
"Arioma"  the  name  should  be  written  Reaume.  Jean  Bap- 
tiste Reaume,  member  of  an  ancient  and  notable  Detroit 
family,  was  born  July  9,  1741.  In  December,  1763,  he  mar- 
ried Agatha  Lootman  dit  Barrois,  the  objections  of  the 
bride's  father  to  the  union  having  been  overcome  through 
the  personal  intervention  of  Major  Gladwin,  hero  of  Pon- 
tiac's  famous  seige  of  Detroit  of  that  year.  They  had  one 
son  born  in  1766  and  another  in  1772.  The  latter  would 
have  been  near  enough  in  age  to  James  Moore  to  have  been 
his  boyhood  companion.  Reaume  sometimes  engaged  in 
trading  operations.  He  removed  to  Raisin  River  in  1792. 
There  he  died  in  the  spring  of  1807,  his  wife,  Agatha,  having 
preceded  him  in  death  some  six  months  before.  These,  we 
believe,  are  the  ones  who,  without  thought  or  desire  of 
reward,  befriended  the  lonely  captive,  treating  him  as  their 
own  son  and  striving  to  keep  alive  in  his  heart  the  love  and 
memory  of  his  absent  parents.  James  Moore  himself  in  life 
expressed  in  simple  yet  forceful  words  his  abiding  sense  of 


Two  Captives  of  Old  Detroit  77 


gratitude  to  them.  May  their  memory  be  cherished  as  long- 
as  white  roses  continue  to  bloom.3 

James  Moore's  Own  Story.4 

I  suppose  it  was  about  one  o'clock  P.  M.  when  I  was 
taken.  In  a  few  moments  we  started  on  our  journey.  The 
Indians  went  up  into  the  thicket  where  their  kettle  and 
blankets  were  hid,  covered  up  in  the  leaves,  and  took  them. 
We  traveled  down  a  creek  called  Tugg,  the  north  fork  of 
Sandy,  that  afternoon  about  eight  miles.  The  walking  was 
very  laborious  on  account  of  the  high  weeds,  green  briers, 
logs,  and  the  steep  and  mountainous  character  of  the  coun- 
try. At  night  we  lay  down  in  a  laurel  thicket,  without  fire 
or  any  thing  to  eat.  The  night  was  rainy.  I  lay  beside 
Black  Wolf  with  a  leading  halter  round  my  neck  and  tied 
very  tight,  and  the  other  end  wrapped  round  his  hands 
so  as  to  make  it  very  secure,  and  so  that  I  could  not  get 
away  without  waking  him.  He  had  also  searched  me  very 
carefully  to  see  that  I  had  no  knife.  Gloomy  and  distress- 
ing as  were  my  circumstances  I  slept  some  that  night. 
During  the  afternoon  the  two  young  Indians  walked  before ; 
I  next  to  them ;  and  Old  Wolf  followed ;  and  if  any  sign 
was  made,  he  would  remove  it  with  his  tomahawk,  so  that 
there  might  be  no  marks  or  traces  of  the  way  we  had  gone. 
I  frequently  broke  bushes,  which  he  discovered  and  shook 
his  tomahawk  over  my  head,  giving  me  to  understand  that 
if  I  did  not  desist  he  would  strike  me  with  it.  I  then  would 
scratch  the  ground  with  my  feet.  This  he  also  discovered 
and  made  me  desist ;  and  showed  me  how  to  set  my  feet 
flat  so  as  not  to  make  any  special  marks.  It  then  became 
necessary  for  me  to  cease  any  efforts  to  make  a  trail  for 
others  to  follow.    About  sun-down  Old  Wolf  gave  a  tre- 

3The  story  of  the  Moore  family  was  handed  down  as  family  and  neighbor- 
hood tradition  until  about  the  year  1850,  when  it  was  committed  to  print  by 
several  different  writers,  one  of  them  a  grandson  of  James  Moore.  It  has 
since  been  repeated,  more  or  less  fully,  in  numerous  local  and  border  histories. 
In  the  nature  of  the  case  there  can  be  no  certainty  as  to  the  accuracy  of  some 
of  the  details  recited  in  the  present  narration,  which  I  have  drawn  largely  from 
William  H.  Foote's  Sketches  of  Virginia,  Historical  and  Biographical  (Philadel- 
phia, 1850),  supplemented  by  other  sources  of  information,  both  printed  and 
manuscript,  in  the  Burton  Historical  Collection. 

4The  portion  of  Moore's  narrative  here  reprinted  is  taken  from  Foote's 
Sketches  of  Virginia,  514-16. 
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mendous  war-whoop ;  and  another  the  next  morning  at  sun- 
rise. This  was  repeated  every  evening  at  sun-down,  and 
every  morning  at  sun-rise  during  our  whole  journey.  It 
was  long,  loud  and  shrill,  signifying  that  he  had  one  pris- 
oner. The  custom  is  to  repeat  it  as  frequently  as  the  num- 
ber of  the  prisoners.  This  whoop  is  different  from  the 
one  they  make  when  they  have  scalps. 

About  day-light  next  morning  (Sept.  8th),  we  started 
and  continued  down  Tugg  about  two  miles,  then  ascended 
the  main  Tugg  Ridge,  and  then  descended  it  until  we  came 
to  Maxwell's  Gap.  This  gap  took  its  name  from  a  man 
named  Maxwell  who  was  there  killed  by  the  Indians  whilst 
in  pursuit  of  the  wife  of  Thomas  English,  of  Burke's 
Garden,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner  by  a  party  of  Indians, 
headed  by  this  same  Old  Wolf,  and  was  there  retaken.  At 
this  place  Old  Wolf  went  off  and  brought  in  a  middle-sized 
Dutch  oven  which  had  been  secreted  during  their  former 
expedition ;  this  was  assigned  to  me  to  carry ;  and  I  con- 
tinued to  carry  it  until  we  reached  their  towns.  At  first  it 
was  fastened  to  my  back,  and  after  suffering  much  with  it  I 
set  it  down,  and  said  I  would  carry  it  no  more :  upon  this 
Old  Wolf  laid  down  his  bundle,  and  told  me  to  carry  it. 
I  found  that  I  could  not  even  lift  it.  This  softened  me  a 
little,  and  I  took  up  the  oven.  After  some  days  I  filled 
it  with  leaves  and  placed  it  on  my  head,  and  carried  it  with 
more  ease.  We  continued  on  the  same  Ridge  for  a  consid- 
erable distance  further  the  same  clay,  and  encamped  on  it 
that  night  without  fire  or  food.  In  the  evening  it  rained, 
and  the  son  of  Black  Wolf  pulled  off  my  hat.  This  I 
resisted,  struck  him  in  the  stomach,  and  took  the  hat  from 
him.  He  then  made  signs  and  showed  me  he  wished  to 
cover  the  gunlock  and  protect  it  from  the  rain.  I  then  let 
him  have  it ;  after  the  rain  was  over  he  gave  the  hat  back 
to  me. 

The  next  day  (Sept.  9th)  we  proceeded  down  the  same 
Ridge  until  we  came  to  the  clear  fork  of  Tugg,  and  then 
descended  till  night,  the  day  being  very  wet.  We  encamped 
for  the  night  under  a  projecting  cliff;  and  here  for  the  first 
time  kindled  a  fire.  Old  Wolf  took  the  precaution  of  cutting 
a  number  of  bushes,  and  bending  them  outward  from  our 
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encampment  so  as  to  embarrass  any  one  approaching  us,  if 
we  had  been  pursued. 

On  the  third  day  (Sept.  10th)  they  killed  a  lean  bear,  but 
so  very  lean  that  they  would  not  eat  of  it.  So  we  were  still 
without  food.  Several  times  during  the  days  of  our  fasting, 
the  Indians  went  to  the  north  side  of  a  poplar,  and  cut  off 
some  of  the  bark  near  the  root,  pounded  it,  and  put  it  in  the 
kettle,  and  put  water  on  it :  this  we  drank  occasionally, 
which  seemed  to  have  a  salutary  effect  in  relieving  us  from 
the  sufferings  of  hunger. 

On  the  fourth  day  (Sept  11th)  in  the  evening  we  killed 
a  buffalo,  took  out  its  paunch,  and  some  meat,  emptied  the 
paunch  and  shook  it  a  little  in  the  water,  cut  it  up,  put  it  in 
the  kettle,  and  made  broth,  and  drank  heartily  of  it,  not 
tasting  any  of  the  meat.  This  is  Indian  policy,  after  fasting, 
not  to  clog  the  stomach  with  food  hard  of  digestion.  That 
same  night  we  made  another  kettle  of  broth  and  ate  no  meat. 

Some  few  days  after,  we  killed  a  barren  cow  buffalo, 
which  was  very  fat,  and  barbacued  as  much  of  the  meat  as 
lasted  us  for  several  days ;  still  killing  buffalo  and  deer  as 
we  stood  in  need  till  we  arrived  (September  29th)  at  the 
towns  over  the  Ohio,  on  the  head  waters  of  Mad  River, 
called  Wapatomatick,  which  took  us  about  twenty-two  days' 
traveling.  I  traveled  the  whole  route  barefooted ;  and  had 
at  one  time  three  stone  bruises  on  each  foot;  my  sufferings 
from  them  were  very  great.  I  frequently  walked  over  large 
rattlesnakes,  but  was  not  suffered  to  kill  or  interrupt  them, 
the  Indians  considering  them  their  friends.  There  were 
other  towns  in  the  neighborhood,  one  of  which  was  called 
Major  Jack. 

We  crossed  the  Ohio  between  the  mouths  of  Guyandotte 
and  Big  Sandy,  on  a  raft  made  of  dry  logs  tied  together  with 
grapevines.  On  the  banks  of  the  Scioto  we  lay  by  one  day, 
and  the  Indians  made  pictures  on  the  trees  of  three  Indians 
and  of  me ;  intended  as  hieroglyphics  to  represent  themselves 
and  me  as  their  prisoner.  These  they  afterwards  showed 
to  my  sister  Polly,  when  she  was  a  prisoner;  and  pointing 
to  my  picture,  let  her  know  that  was  for  her  brother.  Near 
this  Old  Wolf  went  off  and  procured  some  bullets  which 
he  had  secreted. 
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When  we  were  within  a  short  distance  of  the  towns,  the 
Indians  blacked  themselves,  but  not  me.  This  was  an  omen 
of  my  safety,  for  if  I  had  been  blacked,  it  would  signify  that 
I  was  doomed  to  be  burned  to  death.  I  was  not  taken  di- 
rectly into  town,  but  to  the  residence  of  Wolf's  half-sister, 
to  whom  he  sold  me  for  an  old  gray  horse.  The  reason  I 
was  not  taken  directly  to  the  town  was,  I  suppose,  because 
it  was  a  time  of  peace. 
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TO  ALL  MEMBERS,  ANTHONY  MINE  MEMORIAL  ASSOCIATION: 

At  our  last  meeting,  held  at  Toledo  on  June  13, 
1941,  I  was  instructed  to  call  another  meeting  of  the  Committee 
in  the  autumn  at  such  time  as  circumstances  might  render  ;-dvi;.^ble. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  good  proportion  of  the 
membership  is  to  be  in  attendance  upon  the  Anthony  Wayne  historical 
dinner  and  program  to  be  held  in  Detroit  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  7, 
it  seems  advisable  to  utilize  the  occasion  for  holding  our  projected 
Executive  Committee  meeting.    Accordingly  I  am  asking  the  members 
to  meet  at  Webster  Hall  Hotel  (adjoining  Wayne  University  and  the 
Public  Library)  at  four  o'clock,  Friday,  November  7,  1941,  at  which 
time  financial  and  legislative  matters,  together  with  progress  upon 
all  other  subjects  of  interest  to  the  Committee  will  be  reported 
and  discussed.    Please  attend  if  possible. 

Please  note  that  the  historical  dinner  and  program 
(see  enclosure  for  details)  which  will  follow  our  Committee  meeting 
is  expected  to  be  the  finest  historical  affair  since  our  great 
Maumee  Valley  Convention  dinner  at  Toledo  just  a  year  ago.  All 
members  of  the  Committee,  therefore,  are  urged  to  bring  along  their 
wives,  friends,  sweethearts,  and  other  relatives  to  share  in  the 
celebration. 


M.  M.  (^UAIFE 

Chairman,  Executive  Committee 


End. 
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THE  DETROIT  COUNCIL  ON  LOCAL  HISTORY  and  the  History  Department  of  Wayne  University  will 
hold  a  public  conference  on  the  history  of  Detroit  and  Wayne  County  on  the  afternoon  and 
evening  of  Friday,  November  7-  At  four  o'clock  there  will  be  three  sessions  held  at  the 
main  building  of  Wayne  University,  corner  of  Cass  and  Warren,  Each  session  will  be  com- 
posed  of  three  papers9  each  twenty  minutes  in  length,,  which  will  make  it  possible  for 
those  attending  to  listen  to  discussions  most  interesting  to  themselves-, 

Mr,  C,  C,  Barnes,  Supervisor  of  the  Social  Sciences  of  the  Detroit  Public  Schools,  will 
preside  over  the  program  on  the  History  of  Commerce  and  Industry,  Mri  Floyd  Dain,  of  the 
Algonquin  Clubj,  will  read  a  paper  on  the  early  commerce  of  Detroit  from  1815  to  1825-  Mr, 
William  F,  Lawler,  President  of  the  Detroit  Council  on  Local  History,  will  discuss  "The 
History  of  the  Iron  and  Steel  Industry;"  and  Mr.  William  H,  Lane,  of  the  Detroit  Edison 
Company,  will  give  an  illustrated  lecture  on  the  "History  of  Electricity  in  Detroit,"  Mr, 
Floyd  Haight,  President  of  the  Dearborn  Historical  Commission,  will  be  chairman  of  the 
session  on  the  History  of  Wayne  County,  Dr.  P.  H,  Scott„  Professor  of  Speech  at  Wayne  Uni=- 
versity,  will  talk  on  "Memories  of  Old  Del  Ray."  Mr.  John  Smith,  of  Dearborn,  will  read  a 
paper  on  "The  Early  Churches  of  Dearborn;"  and  Miss  Louise  Rau,  of  the  Burton  Collection, 
will  discuss  the  sources  for  the  study  of  Wayne  County  history  which  are  available  in  the 
Burton  Collection, 

Mr,  Joseph  P,  Selden,  Professor  of  History  at  Wayne,  will  be  chairman  of  the  session  on 
Michigan  and  Canada,  Mr.  Ferris  Lev/is,  Instructor  in  History  at  the  Dearborn  Junior  Col- 
lege, will  talk  on  "Michigan  as  a  Part  of  New  France,"  Dr.  Fred  C„  Hamil,  Instructor  in 
History  at  Wayne  University,  will  read  a  paper  on  "The  Patriots'  War;"  and  Dr.  Sidney 
Glazer,  Assistant  Professor  of  History  at  Wayne,  will  discuss  "The  impact  of  Michigan  and 
Canadian  Agricultural  Societies  on  Each  Other."  At  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  there 
will  be  a  dinner  in  the  Starlight  Room  of  Webster  Hall,  Dr,  Raymond  C,  Miller f  Chairman 
of  the  Department  of  History  at  Wayne,  will  be  toastrnaster5  and  Dr.  David  D.  Henry,  the 
University's  Executive  Vice-President,  will  welcome  the  guests. 

Following  the  dinner  will  be  a  session  devoted  to  General  Anthony  Wayne,  presided  over  by 
Dr,  Milo  M,  Quaife,  Secretary  of  the  Burton  Collection  and  General  Chairman  of  the  An= 
thony  Wayne  Memorial  Association,  Mr,  F,  Clever  Bald,  Instructor  in  History  at  the  De= 
troit  Institute  of  Technology,  will  give  a  talk  on  "Anthony  Wayne  Visits  Detroit,"  Mr, 
R,  Clyde  Ford,  President  of  the  Michigan  Historical  Society,  will  discuss  "Our  Glamorous 
Historical  Heritage;"  and  Mr,  Harlow  Lindley,  Secretary  of  the  Ohio  State  Archaeological 
and  Historical  Society,  will  read  a  paper  on  "Ohio's  Debt  to  Anthony  Wayne," 

The  dinner  at  Webster  Hall  will  be  $1,55,  and  reservations  may  be  made  with  Joe  L0  Nor- 
ris,  History  Department,  Wayne  University,    Full  and  complete  programs  of  the  conference 


may  be  obtained  from  the  above-named  person.  The  success  of  this  conference  is  entirely 
dependent  upon  the  support  it  receives  from  the  people  of  the  city  at  large.  There  is  no 
reason  why  Detroit  should  lag  behind  other  localities  in  showing  interest  in  local  histo- 
ry. Certainly  no  other  city  has  as  great  a  heritage  as  we  have.  Let  everyone  who  can 
attend  all  or  as  many  of  the  sessions  as  possible.  If  the  conference  this  year  is  a  suc- 
cess, it  will  be  an  annual  event. 

"THESE  OUR  YESTERDAYS"  --  the  radio  historical  dramas  were  resumed  on  October  19.  They 
will  be  presented  each  Sunday  at  1:15  p.m.  over  Station  WWJ,  This  series  is  sponsored  by 
the  Detroit  Council  on  Local  History  and  is  produced  by  the  Wayne . University  Broadcasting 
Guild,  Garnet  Garrison,  director.  The  program  for  October  19  was  "Michigan  a  State  — 1837. 
A  Summary  by  Way  of  Introduction."  The  programs  for  succeeding  Sundays  through  November 
30  are  as  follows:  October  26- -"Modern  Transportation  Means  Progress.  The  Ill-Fated 
Clinton  Canal."  November  2--"Michigan  Acquires  New  Citizens  from  Europe.  The  Story  of 
Holland's  Founding."  November  9--"The  Kingdom  of  St.  James.  The  Mormons  in  Michigan," 
November  l6--"Much  Ado  About  Liquor.  The  Constitution  of  1850  Causes  Confusion."  Novem- 
ber 23--"Paul  Bunyan,  The  Hero  of  the  North  Woods."  November  30-- "Michigan's  Ugly  Duck- 
ling Proves  Its  Worth.  The  Upper  Peninsula's  Buried  Treasure."  If  you  enjoy  these  pro- 
grams or  if  you  have  any  suggestions  for  future  ones,  the  editor  would  appreciate  your 
comments. 

WESTERN  RESERVE  UNIVERSITY  has  long  been  studying  the  layman's  interest  in  scholarship. 
This  began  more  than  ten  years  ago  under  the  guidance  of  the  late  Professor  Robert  Bink- 
ley,  who  directed  the  WPA  "Annals  of  Cleveland"  project.  In  this  work  Professor  Binkley 
became  convinced  that  the  average  citizen  with  professional  help  was  capable  of  laying 
the  groundwork  for  scholarly  research.  He  began  an  experimental  program  to  encourage  and 
recognize  the  amateur  scholar.  A  grant-in-aid  was  obtained  from  the  Carnegie  Corporation 
of  New  York,  but  before  a  definite  program  could  be  determined  Professor  Binkley  died. 
Work  was  continued,  however,  under  the  leadership  of  Professor  Harold  A,  Blaine.  The  re- 
sult was  the  formation  in  October,  194-0  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Research.  The  pro- 
gram of  the  Committee  consists  of  (l)  survey  of  amateur  scholarship  in  the  Cleveland  a- 
rea;  (2)  establishment  of  an  advisory  and  assisting  agency  for  the  non-professional  re- 
searcher; (3)  experimental  group  projects;  (4)  to  foster  amateur  research  and  make  known 
the  results.  In  the  short  time  that  the  Committee  has  been  organized  it  has  discovered 
some  very  interesting  information.  People  in  all  walks  of  life  have  shown  an  astonish- 
ing variety  of  interests  which  have  ranged  from  Egyptology  to  Cleveland  business  history, 
Chinese  philosophy,  and  the  psychology  of  humor.  In  the  meantime,  the  Committee  has  giv- 
en free  assistance  to  amateur  researchers  and  acted  as  a  clearing  house  to  bring  the  ama- 
teur and  professional  together.  An  Account  of  this  work  can  be  found  in  William  S.  Dix's 
article,  "Scholarship's  Closed  Circle  Opens"  in  the  Journal  of  Adult  Education  for  April, 
1941,  There  is  room  for  the  same  sort  of  thing  in  Detroit,  and  for  this  purpose  the  De- 
troit Council  on  Local  History  was  organized.  The  -coming  conference  (November  7)  is  de- 
signed to  bring  together  the  professional  historian  and  the  amateur.  The  "News  Letter" 
offers  a  medium  to  make  known  your  needs  and  finds.  Some  research  now  in  progress  is  by: 
Mr,  William  F,  Lawler,  who  is  studying  the  islands  of  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  iron  and 
steel  industry;  Mrs,  David  Anderson  is  compiling  a  bibliography  of  medical  history  in 
Wayne  County;  and  Dr.  Fred  C.  Hamil  is  writing  a  history  of  Kent  County,  Canada, 

REMEMBER  THE  CONFERENCE  on  Detroit  and  Wayne  County  History  on  November  7.  Its  success 
is  dependent  upon  your  attendance.  Please  make  your  reservations  for  the  dinner  as  soon 
as  possible. 


Hoveaber  3,  1941 


Wr.  He  N#  Qualfe 
Detroit  Public  library 
Detroit,  Michigan 

Dear  Nr.  Quaifs? 

MM  +   Timnk  you  very  much  for  the  attention 

^h^iS**^  ^  Mpeot  to  *>«™ntary  source* 
vMefe  might  refer  to  captives  made  *y  the  Indiana^ 
previous  to  St.  Clair's  defeat. 

May  I  thank  yoa  for  the  booklet 
"two  Captives  of  Old  fatrolt,"  which  I  think is 
•  fairly  good  story  of  a  eontemporary  Incident. 

-4Am     _         1  &>pe  to  be  able  to  get  to  Detroit 
JWday  afternoon  for  your  Board  meeting  and  poMibL 

press  me  too  much. 

Boplng  to  see  you  this  veefc-end,  I  am 
Very  truly  yours, 


LaV:BST 


Director 


i  





r 


— 


Illl.  /icSt 


October  9,  l$kl 


Mr,  Richard  K.  Steaaaan 
Mora,  Missouri 

Hjr  dear  lip  Steariaan: 

Although  I  was  present  at  the  opening  of  the  Lincoln 
papers  at  Washington,  I  did  not  have  time  to  do  very  ranch  on 
ftfclsalQgical  natters. 

We  are  to  Lave,  however,  a  complete  ndcrof  ilia  of  all 
the  Lincoln  papera  herein  our  own  Foundation,  and  aa  soon  as  they 
arrive  I  will  be  glad  to  check  tasis  for  any  Shipley  references. 
We  will  "be  pleased  to  adviae  you  if  any  tiling  of  importance  coma 
out  of  the  papera  relative  to  the  Shipley  connect  ions. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWdEB 


Director 


4uo7  West  loath  Street, 
Lawnaaie,  California, 
July  2b,  1948* 

Dr.  Louis  A.   Warren,  Editor, 
"The  Lincoln  Kinsman", 
Box  1110,  Fort  Wayne  l,  Indiana. 
Dear  5ir: 

Mr.  Mount,  editor  of  Oeneaiogy  &  History,  suggested  I 
write  you  regarding  what  a  genealogist  in  Kentucky  nas  turned  up 
regarding  the  Berry-HanKS-pltman  relationship  tnere.  One  of  my 
distant  Kentucky  cousins,  prof.  Lee  tf.  dingus,  xransyxvania 
College,  lately  deceased,  sent  me  some  data  your  former  editor 
turned  up  in  KentucKy,  I  believe  this  editor  is  also  deceased. 

My  great-great-grandfather,  paternal  side,  was 
Thomas  Pitman,  who  married  Rachel  Berry  in  Lincoln  Co. , Kentucky 
March  «iu,  I7ti2.     Thomas  was  a  Captain  of  Militia  for  Lincoln 
Co.,  JlentuCKy,  recommended  for  uaptain's  c amission  "go  the 
Governor,  in  county  militia.     He  was  Uapt&in  of  Lincoln  uo.,Ky. 
Miikitia  Apr  2,  1791.    He  was  administrator  of  will  of  William 
Pitman,  the  "Long  Hunter",  of  the  land  in  iientucKy,   and  is 
supposed  to  have  been  one  of  William's  sons,  not  proved  yet. 
One  of  his  heirs,  Will  of  Thomas  Pitman,  Mercer  uo. , Kentucky, 
Will  Book  $Q  page  446,  written  3ept  IS,  1S20  probated  December 
Court  it>2o;  Robert  MADISON  Pitman,  held  deed  to  iyb  acres  which 
Thomas*  widow,  Hachel  (Berry)  Pitman,  was  to  possess  in  her 
lifetime.  No  mention  if  he  is  son, nephew, brother.  The  name 
Madison,  middle  name,  has  significance,  due  to  following: 
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, Mercer  Go  Kentucky,  Equity  cases;  February  term  ibii; 
John  BERRY  vs  P.  Madisonfs  heirs.     -  My  Kentucky  genealogist, 
Rev.  Baiiey  Fulton  Davis, Sr.,  stated  that  his  Mercer  County 
abstracts  go  through  the  first  four  books  or  wills  ana  there  is 
no  Madison  data  therein.    Perhaps  you  can  give  me  some  leads  on 
this  Berry-Madison  relationship. 

Mr.  Baiiey,  on  one  of  his  trips  for  my  account,  met 
a  Miss  Bailie  Pitman,  in  Boyle  county.  She  lived  in  a  little 
village  that  is  a  part  of  600  acres  originally  belonging  -co 
her  grandfather,  ROBERT  MADISON  PITMAN.     She  said  that  the 
tradition  in  her  family  was  they  they  were  Kin  to  the  family  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  wife  (she  meant,  his  mother, Nancy  Hanks). 
She  has  a  cousin,  Berry  Pitman,  of  Casey  County,  Kentucky,  as 
evidence  of  the  tradition  in  his  first  name,  Berry. 

Will  of  John  Berry,  probated  Mercer  Co  Kentucky,  Book 
#1  page  214;  mentions  wife  Anne;  two  daughters  Peggy  and  Rachel; 
administered  by  Rachel  Berry,  senior,  and  Robert  Mitchell, 
i'rom  this  I  assume  that  tne  daughter  Rachel  Berry  was  the  one 
who  married  my  ancestor,  Thomas  Pitman  in  1782  in  Lincoln  County. 
And  from  Genealogy  &  History,  data  given  by  your  former  editor, 
it  would  seem  that  Rachel  serry,  senior  must  nave  oeen  t,,.g 
mother  of  Jonn  Berry;  ana  tne  o-cner  aaministrator ,  Kooert 
Litcheix,  was  rtacnei,  senior fs  brother-in-law. 

John  Berry,  Virginia  Crants  I7b2-17^2,  ouu  acres 
Book  #9  page  l7o,  surveyed  12, 27 ,17b2, Lincoln  o0. ,  on 
Cna plain's  OreeK. 

One  of  executors  of  will  of  inonas  i-itman,  was  James 
P.  Mitcneil.    Also,  a  prewitt  married  a  Mitcnej.1  m  SnexQy  Uo. , 
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Gen  &  53. at  page         5ept  16,  I9*fc6j  Michael  irewit  or  Shelby  Co 

My  in  #ili  aatea  P'eD  iti,  17*8,  prooa^ed  May  17*«,  had  among  nis 

V/  grana- 
cnnaren,  3,  Juuith  (peewit)  MITCHELL.  ''One  or  the£c  hilar  .,n  or 

Thomas  ana  Racnel  (Berry)  Pitman,  was    accoraing  to  settlement  or 

estate  or  wiaow,  rtachel  (Berry)  Pitman,  Deed  booK  #22  page  227 

Oct.  i2,  iao*,  in  which  nobert  Mi  Pitman  bought  out  the  heirs 

among  whom  were  Richard  B.  Pitman  and  Jane  his  wire;  Christopher 

Hutchings  ana  Rachel  his  wire;  Rachel  price;  JAM3S  PR5IWLET 

ana  Poiiy  nis  wire;  all  or  £>t.  ^naries  bounty,  Missouri,     i  have 

no  idea  who  these  people  were,  nor  what  cecame  or  tnem  later. 

Sr. 

Aitnougn,  Jonn  Rrui tt/married    Nancy  Moore  4-*-ib4o  in  Laurel 
Co.,  Kentucky,  ana  in  Mercer  Co.,  Ay. ,  Jane  hitman,   aaughter  of 
Tnomas  ana  nacnei  (Berry)  Pitman,  married  Tnomas  Moore  4-3-1616* 
Ana  m  Mercer  00  Ky  Puny  Moore  married  Jiies  Mitcneir  10-25-xbO6. 
same  county,  Thomas  Moore  married  Jane  Pitman,  4-3-1816 j  she 
daughter  or  Thomas  ana  Rachel ( Berry )  Pitman. 

If  John  Berry  was  father  of  my  ancestor,  Rachel  .oerry 
who  married  tTnomas  Pitman  in  1782;  was  this  John  Berry  the 
Revolutionary  veteran,  Land  Bounty  warrant  #1110,  200  acres, 
Private  Virginia  Continental  Line,  term  or  war,  date  June  24, 
lVbo;  Lana  Bounty  Warrant  ;fobo8,  iuu  acres,  rrivate,  Virginia 
State  -artillery,  3  years,  aate  uec.  3u,  1784. 

In  tne  will  or  Jonn  Berry,  or  Mercer  Co.,Ky.,  the 
oody  or  the  «Vili  rei'ers  to  Peggy  ana  icachel  ana  care  for  them 
"until  oney  ouxue  of  age'4.     Mr.  Bailey  ran  down  ail  references 
ur  settlement  *  ana  nutmng  saia  of  Racnei,  junior,  aaugnter. 
rtionaru  Berry  seems  to  nave  nanuiea  ah  tne  business  ana  ne 
puts  in  a  ciaim  lor  "riding"  in  tne  settlements. 


Washings on  oo.,  Ky. ,  Will  Book.  A  page  134,  Will  of 

Rionara  -oerxy.     <ai  oxen        AUgust  1797  probasea  itec  4,  17 

He  Styles  nxmself  as  being  or  Wasnington  Co.,  Kentucky;  mentions 

sons  Richara,  Francis,  to  have  tract  of  lane  apiece  "laia  off 

by  Archibald  Bilbo  and  which  they  have  improved;  ray  beiovea 

wile  RACH3L  BBRRY  to  have  plantation  "I  now  iive  on";  son 

Edward;  seven  cnildren  -  Joanna;  barah,  Rachel,  Richara, 

Francis,  Jane  and  aawara.  "l.'.y  son  Ricnard  "Co  marve  sale  or  a 

tract  or  lana  on  the  Doctors  Jfork  in  Mercer  oounty  for  use  ana 

benefit  of  JOHN  BJ£RRYfS  two  cnilaren".    (reiaxionsmp  noc  sec 

loroh,   bin;  this  is  the  John  Berry  no  doubt  who  xei'G  cwo  neirs 

and  a  Richarja  Berry  neipea  settle  estate  J  witnesses  James  Ryan, 

Richara  B.  Brumfiela,  ana  »*iniara  ^rumfieia.  on  page  427 

Marcn  oo,  1799',  "cne  appraisal  coxamittee  made  report  ana  tney 

were  as  follows:  John  M.  Laughiin,  George  Kup'p,  tfilli&m 

Southern  ana  MGRPECAI  LINCOLN. 
Washington  oo  Ky; 

//ill  Book  C  page  o4o,  Ricnard  Berry (sxaia  sale, Sept 

io,  ld21j  Margaret  Berry  administrator;  she  bought  most  of  the 

articles;  October  20,  1627,  Margaret  Thomas  ana  William 

Thomas  her  husbanh  maae  report  of  administration  of  Hi  chard 

Berry's  estate. 

Washington  Co  Ky;  Will  Book  i*  page  362,  Jiaward  Berry* s 

will;  he  livea  in  County  of  Van  Buren,  Missouri;  son  Richard 

to  have  3  slaves;   .Vniiam,  son,  2  slaves;  Edward, son,  2  slaves; 

daughter  MARY  ANN  MITCHELL  and  children;  daughter  Naomi  Reaaing 

ana  children;  daughter  Amanda  BucKley  and  children;  granason 

Johh  jjiawara  Pendleton.  Written  11  July  1843  proUated  Oct  23,ib43. 
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Jashington  Oo  Ky;  Deed  Bit  &  page  419  Ricnara  Kerry's 
iieirs  to  (George  Clements  Aug  2U,lb29;  signed  by  Thomas  ana 
Maria  Brown;  Richard  P.   Wright  ana  Margaret  Wright;  ^iiiiam 
ana  Louisa  Hunaiey;  RICHARD  BlilRRY;  GUSTAUUS  BERRY;  WILLIAM 
BERRY;   ana  MARTHA  BERRY. 

Maaison  oo  Ky;  Will  Book  U  page  228  will  or 
JAMES  BSRMYi  aatea  Jan  2,  ib22;  names  aaughters  Nanoy  Berry, 
Anne  Turner,  Susannah  Parish,  Elizabeth  Berry;  sister 
Martha  Berry;  sons,  William,  ana  James  H.  Berry, 

Washington  Go  &y  Marriages:  Book  1  page  SO, 
Franois  Berry  marriea  Betsy  Braseiton  Nov  24,  1999,  Isaac 
Braselton  on  bona. 

page  71  Morris  Berry  -  Peggy  Simms  June  24,  lduo 

page  61,  Eawara  Berry  -  Polly  Brasilton  ^ec  lb,  l8ub 

page  129  Jaraes  Berry  -  Nanoy  Baird  July  lb,  ibl4 

page  b  Jane  Berry  -  Daniel  Mitchell  Dec  39,  1794,  Richard 

Berry,  bondsman 
page  4i  Grace y  Berry  -  Berry  Janes  Nov  4,  ibul 
page  *1  Rachel  Berry  -  Rocert  Buckler  Nov  2b,  lbu9 

Mercer  Co  Ky  Marriages ;  (AW  Burns) 
page  9    Reuben  Berry  -  6ynea  1'etneringrlle  2-20-17^4 
Ricnard  Berry  -  Gaily  ^wing,  bondsman  ^ice  ^wing, 10-22-1794 
Rainey  L.  Berry-  Mary  Jane  wussell  10-26-1850 
William  Berry  -  Nancy  Hall,  bondsman  J.Hale , 12-51-lbUb 
Jonn  Berry  -  Ann  Mitchell  8-lb-17bb 

ij'ayetfce  ^o  Ky  Marriages   (A. w. Burns j 
page  luu  liilizabetn  A. Berry- Jno. A. Price,  oonasman 

James  A.  Grinsteaa  -  b-b-lbou 


Mr.  Davis  reports: 

Lincoln  ^o  Ky  ,Vill  Book  A  page  y,  -.Yritten  b-lu-1781  probat 
atea  i-io-i?tf2  niennions  wife  Christina  and  uaugnter  Elizabeth, 
provision  maae  for  posthumous  child. 

Page  isy  Will  Book  A,  John  Berry Ts  Will  mentions  2 
sons  in  one  place;  Z  sons  elsewhere;  James  and  William;  Joseph 
and  John;  wife  Hannah  Berry  and  daughters  Betsy,  Polly,  Sally, 
Hannah,  Peggy  and  Jane.  V/ritten  8-lo-i78y  probated  7-20-17yu. 

Mercer  Go  Ky  Will  Book  #1  page  87;  staiitaa  3-io-179# 
Robert  Mitchell,  appraisement  ibid  io,S,17yb,  Probated  Oct  179b 
wife  Anne,   daughters  Peggy  ana  Rachel;  executors  Rachel  Berry 
Senior,  and  Robert  Mitchell;  witnesses  ihos  Gash;  Richard  Berry; 
Eliz.  awing;  Polly  Berry. 

Mercer  Co  Book  2  page  214  ©award  Shipley  inventory 
o-b0-l8ui  Root  Caldwell  an  appraiser.  Berry,  John,  Account. 
October  Court  1801;  executor  Robt .Mitchell  and  Richard  Berry. 

National  Gene a logical  Society   quarterly  Sept  iy4b, 
page  1,  Settlers  on  CheroKee  Lands  north  of  Tennessee  River 
18ly,  by  Leroy  m'.Tilton.  Petit ioners, 1819 :  John  Berry  - 
MOSS'S  HANKS  -  Wilson  Allen  -  Edwin  Price,  etc. 

Virginia  Taxpayers  1782-1787  -Augusta  B.Fothergill 
and  John  MarK  Naugle,  iy4o; 

page  y,  John  Berry,  1  poll,  Lincoln  Co  KentucKy 

Edward  Berry,  l  poll,  Fayette  Oo. , KentucKy 

George  Berry,  1  poll,  2  slaves,  Fayette  Co  KentucKy 

page  oo  Peter  HanKS,  b  polls,  Fayette  oo  KantucKy 

page  87,  William  Mitchell,  1  poll,  Lincoln  Co  KentucKy 
pages  87-88 

and  in  Fayette  Co.,Ky.  David,  Ignatious, James, Moses,  8amuel 
ana  Thomas  Mitchell* 


Some  or  my  cousins  claim  that  by  tradition  we 
nave  Revolutionary  ancestors.     But  I  am  unable  to  i'ina  any. 
My  gre  Tt-grandparents  were  Phillip  BeswiCK  who  married 
Sally  Pitman  in  Lincoln  Uo  Kentucky  April  gb,  l«u7  -  bondsman 
ror  bride  was  James  Price,  her  future  brother-in-law.  Sally 
was  daughter  or  Thomas  Pitman  and  Rachel  Berry,  married  1762. 
Since  Thomas  Pitman  was  captain  or  Lincoln  Co  Ky  Militia  in 
178*,  it  is  assumed  he  must  have  had  frontier  service,  as 
he  definitely  was  a  surveyor  and  lana  dealer  earlier  tnan  "Gnat 
in  various  Kentucky  counties,  by  court  recoras;  also  he  was 
a  trader,  witn  various  court  squaooles  about  wnether  local 
money  or  Philadelphia  money  to  de  used. 

It  has  not  yet  been  provea  tnat  William  Pitman,  the 
"Long  Hunter'',  was  father  of  Thomas,  axtnougn  Thomas  was 
administrator  of  his  AentucKy  estate,   ^lixiam.  Pitman  saw 
service  in  Pennsylvania,  as  a  private,  ana  Battle  of  Kings 
Mountain  as  a  lieutenant  of  militaia  of  tfasnington  Co.,  Va. 

I  cannot  trace  the  Beswic^s  bacK  fartner  tnan 
Washington  Co  Ky,  Tax  List  for  laul  in  Lincoln  Co  Ky  box  of 
material,  wnere  Philip  Beswick  had  i  wmte  male  over  21  ana 
l  wmte  male  over  id,  b  olacKS,  l  horse,  Aug  I8,l8ul;  and  at 
same  place,  Aug  iy,  l6ul,  George  tfeswicK,  owned  land  on 
BeechforK,  1  wnite  male  over  21.     ^ince  my  direct  ancestor, 
according  to  his  tombstone  in  Harrison  Go  Indiana,  he  was  born 
January  20,  I7b2,  no  place  statea,.he  must  nave  been  the  "l  male 
over  io;*  no  tea  above,  nence  his  fatner  namea  Philip  BeswicK, 
I  oelieve  tnat  Geox^ge  Beawick  was  a  Virginia  ^evolutionary 
soruier,   out  wnether  he  was  fatner  ,uncj_e  or  orotner  of  pnilip 


no  one  yet  Knows.    There  was  a  BeswiCK  Bible  lert  by  win  01' 
this  (ieorge  Beswicn,  DUt  none  or  nis  aescenaants  Know  just 
what  Decaxae  uf  it  -  ana  ao  not  seem  to  Know  mucn  aoouu  tne 
latuiiy,  ,  ao  xeas-c  tnose  stij.1  living  in  nenouotvy. 

Tnereiore,  I  assumea  tnat  since  I  cannot  pin  down 
Beswick  or  Pitman  as  a  Revolutionary  veteran,  it  might  be 
logical  to  assume  that  the  one  my  relatives  had  in  mind 
may  have  been  one  of  the  two  John  Berry* s  mentioned  aoove. 
Jhich  one  I  ao  not  know. 

rerhaps  you  might  be  able  to  suggest  some  place 
for  me  to  search  rurtner  on  this  Berry-Piiman-HanKS 
relationship. 

Sincerely  yours, 

«^2iLj<sl  ^^^^^^ 

Artnur  Hamilton 


August  6,  i$hQ 


Mr.  Arthur  Hamilton 
1»057  West  165th  Street 
Lawndale,  California 

My  deer  Nr.  Hamilton: 

Tor  nearly  thirty  years  I  have  been  working  more  or 
less  as  tine  vould  permit  on  the  maternal  ancestry  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln and  I  am  convinced  that  eventually  ve  will  be  able  to  show 
that  his  mother,  Ksncy  Hanks  Lincoln,  vaa  a  descendant  of 
Jbbert  Shipley  of  Mary  Is  nd  and  that  there  vas  no  irregularity  in 
the  family  as  most  of  the  biographers  suggest. 

X  knew  Professor  Dingus  very  veil  and  if  you  will  ad- 
vise me  just  whet  publication  of  mine  he  has  forwarded  I  will 
attempt  to  supplement  what  you  have  with  others.    We  have  a  lot  of 
material  here  on  Kentucky  especially  the  families  in  which  you  are 
Interested,  and  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  make  available  to  you 
such  data  as  we  have  accumulated. 

The  Lincoln  Kinsman  has  been  our  chief  source  of  making 
available  this  information  about  the  Hanks  family  but  we  have  pre- 
pared eo  much  about  it  we  would  be  quite  anxious  to  supplement  it, 
of  course,  if  there  are  items  we  do  not  have. 

My  book  "Lincoln's  Parentage  and  Childhood"  published 
by  the  Century  Company  of  Hew  York  in  1<£6  goes  into  some  detail  on 
the  Hanks  lineage  and  the  Berry  contacts. 

As  soon  as  I  can  find  time  to  go  over  your  letter  more 
carefully  I  will  make  some  comments  about  your  findings. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAV,  :JM 

L  .A  .Warren 


Director 


T 


4007  West  160th  St., 
Lawndale,  California, 
August  lu,  ivhs. 


Mr,  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Director  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

Thanks  for  your  letter  of  August  oth.     I  loosed 
up  correspondence  with  Prof.  L.  R.  Dingus,  and  in  1W44  he  wrote  me 
that  he  had  Known  you  for  several  years,  and  assed  me  to  send  you 
any  Lincoln  data  I  might  come  across.    He  also    sent  me  #767  of 
"Lincoln  Lore*  of  Dec.  20,  1*43,  which  on  first  page  had  a 
reference  to  "Methodist  presiding  elder,  the  Hev.  J.  J.  Stallard, 
of  the  Hockport  district,  Indiana  Conference11,  one  of  our  Indiana 
Kindred.     I  made  a  note  of  this  and  believe  I  sent  it  along  to 
Dr.  James  N.  Hillman  who  began,  with  late  Hev.  A. sr.  Wolfe,  a 
Stallard  Family  dock,  and  1  contributed  the  data  on  Indiana  family. 
As  a  boy  in  Lafayette,  Indiana  I  played  with  Stssllard  cousins. 

I  have  just  sent  off  for  photostats  of  Shane  Collection, 
manuscripts,  of  Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  having  to  do 
with  my  Known  and  "perhaps"  ancestors  in  early  Kentucky  history. 

One  of  these  is  notes  by  Shane  on  conversation  with  John  Berry,  of 
Bath  Co.,  Ay;  another  is  pension  statement  of  James  Alexander, in 
vhsoa  he  mentions  Captain  Andrew  Berry  in  Sumter's  militia,  and 
Captain  John  Berry  in  attacK  on  Williams  iJ'ord,  South  Carolina. 

I  did  not  order  photostats*  of  Shane's  interview  with  John  Hankins, 
who  mentioned  Joe  Berry.  But  did  cbrder  Shane's  interview  with 
Thomas  McJilton,  who  mentioned  w'iiiiam  Berry;  also  Pension  statement 
of  William  Berry,  served  in  Virginia  militia. 

I  did  not  order  copy  of  agreement  between  Benjamin  Berry  and  others 
concerning  division  of  oSOO  acres  of  land  on  Lulbegrud  Creek  in  Ky. 
Nob  did  I  order  copy  of  Hechard  Young  to  Oen.  Henry  Lee, W  ashington, 
Mason  Co.,Ky.  concerning  division  of  land  among  i'ox's  heirs, Benjamin 
Berry  and  others.    Nor  did  I  order  Shane's  interview  with  William  Huh 
Clam  Co  Ky,who  mentioned  Benjamin  Berry;  nor  Col. A. W.Putnam  to 
Draper,  mentioned  William  T.  Berry. 

I  did  order  W.L.Twitty  to  Draper,  Pitman  mentioned  among  persons  at 
King's  Mountain;  as  my  possible  ancestor, William  Pitman,  was  lieutenant 
or  Washington  Co.,Va.,  militia  at  that  time, which  fought  tnere. 

I  also  ordered  pension  statement  of  Thomas  Berry,  Kentucky.  And  ais  o 
Interview  with  Gen. Webb, Ohio;  Capt.  Pitman  in  the  company;  Captain 
Pitman,  uncle  Jonathan,  settled  on  Mill  Creek.  (I  hope  this  Capt* 
Pitman  was  Thomas,  who  was  captain  of  Lincoln  Co  Militia  176y  and 
later,  my  uirect  ancestor)*  Also,  ordered  Interview  with  hobert  Griffin 
and  Mrs.  Giff in; Ohio; early  settlers,  Jonathan  Pitman. 


I  intend  to  pick  up  a  copy  or  your  boon  "Lincoln's 
parentage  and  Childhood",  when  I  next  send  in  an  order  to  my  book 
suppliers  in  the  East* 

BacK  during  tne  depression  i  had  charge  of  Relief  work 
at  Victorvii.ie,  in  San  Bernardino  County,  perhaps  the  largest 
relief  uivision  in  the  West;  the  territory  covered  the  desert  and 
mountain  region,  and  one  of  the  local  committee  chairmen  lived 
at  Red  Mountain  where  he  was  store-keeper,  undertaker,  postmaster, 
etc;  also  justice  of  .Peace*  I  forget  the  Judge's  name,  hut  his 
father  was  one  of  President  Lincoln's  guarus  at  the  opera  house 
where  the  President  was  shot,  and  Kept  the  prograa  of  the  President, 
spotted  with  his  blood.    This  Judge  has  collected  Linoolniana  all 
his  life,  ana  several  times  articles  in  papers  have  described  it* 
I  do  not  know  if  the  Judge  is  still  alAve,  but  if  you  have  not 
heard  of  hi$  and  his  collection  I  can  fine  out  for  you*  The  Judge 
must  be  a  pretty  old  man,  if  still  alive* 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  July  25th  1  covered  some  of  the 
Berry£Pitman  connections*    My  ancestor,  Thomas  Pitman  married 
Rachel  Berry  in  Ilineoin  Co*, Kentucky  March  30,  1762,  my  genealogist 
tells  me  that  as  there  were  no  bondsmen  noted,  they  both  must  have 
oeen  of  legal  age*    Thomas  died  182b,  and  it  Has  been  assumed  that 
his  widow  died  about  183^,  as  that  was  when  both  estates  were 
finally  settled,  in  Mercer  County  at  that  time*    I  have  been  unable 
to  find  anyone  who  had  a  Family  Bible,  or  reports  of  gravestones, 
so  have  no  idea  of  exact  time  or  place  of  births  and  dates* 

Jillson's  books,  give  Thomas  Pitman,  500  acres  Book  14  page 
210,  June  26,  1895,  Lincoln  Co*,  Cumberland  River;  and  100  acres, 
Book  20  page  4  June  23,  17d5,  Lincoln  Co.,  Salt  River. 
Also,  Book  2  page  95,  Apr  24,  1764,  500  acres, Lincoln  Co*,  on 
Cumberland  liiver* 

I  do  not  know  definitely  who  was  father  of  Rachel  Berry* 
Richard  Berry,  or  Washington    Co.,  Kentucky, Will  Book  A  p  134 
written  19  August  1797  probated  Dec*  4,  179b;  mentions  sons, 
Richard  and  .Francis  Berry  to  have  iract  of  land  paid  off  by 
Archibald  Bilbo  and  which  they  have  improved;  beloved  wife, 
Racnel  Berry  to  have  plantation  rtI  now  live  on";  son  .fiiaward; 
seven  children  1.  Joanna;  2.  Sarah;  3.  nachel;  4.  Richard; 
o.  Jrancis;  o.  Jane;  7.  j£dwara.    Son  Richard  to  xaaKe  sale  of  a 
tract  of  lana  on  Doctors  tforK  in  Mercer  County  for  use  and  benefit 
of  JOHN  BSRRY'S  two  children.    Witnesses  James  rtyan,  Richard  B. 
Brumfield,  William  Brumfield*  On  page  427  March  30,1799  appraisal 
committee  made  report, John  w.Laughlin, George  Hupp, William  Southern 
and  MORDECAI  LINCOLN* 

There  are  soae  abstracts  of  Wills  in  my  files  evidently  children 
of  the  above  Richard;  one  for  Richard  Jr;  one  for  JSdward. 

These  may  be  another  Berry  family  or  related  to  above  Richard. 
LinoolnCo  Will  Book  A  i7ou,179l  page  9.  Will  0f  Jamea  Berry 
written  March  lu,17bl  probated  Jan  lo,  1782  wife  onristina, daughter 
Elizabeth; provision  for  posthumous  child. 

Will  Bk  A  p  169  Lincoln  Co;  John  Berry's  Will  written  Aug  10, 
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1789  probated  July  20,  1790;  Names  2  sons  in  one  place;  2  sons 
elsewhere;  James  and  William  ; Joseph  and  John;  wife  Hannah  Berry; 
daughters  Betsy,  Polly,  Sally, Hannah,  Peggy  and  Jane. 

Meroer  Go  Ky  fiXX  Book  1  page  87  written  March  lb, 1792,  Robert 
Mitchell, appraisement  ibid  Oct  8,  17yo,  probated  October  i#9b, 
wife  Anne,  daughters  Peggy  and  Rachel;  executor  Rachel  Berry, 
SENIOR  and  Robert  Mitchell.  Witnesses  Thomas  Gash,  Richard  Berry, 
Elizabeth  Swing,  Polly  Berry. 

Book  2  page  214  Mercer  Co  Ky.  Edward  Shipley  inventory,  May  30, 
Idol,  Robert  Caldwell,  an  appraiser. 

October  Court  idol;  Berry,  John  Account.  Executor  Robert  Mitchell 
and  Richard  Berry. 

Mercer  Co  Kentucky  Marriages:  John  Berry  married  Ann  Mitchell 
August  lb,  17db.     I  do  not  Know  whether  he  was  a  son  of  the  John 
whose  Will  in  Lincoln  Co.  written  Aug  10,  1789, above,  or  not. 
Or  whether  he  was  a  son  of  Richard  Berry,  whose  will  in  Washington 
Co.,  Ky. ,  written  August  19,  1797,  refers  to  John  Berry's  two 
chiiaren;  but  as  it  was  only  a  year  after  marriage  Aug  lb,  1786, 
I  would  juage  not  the  same  person,  unless  his  children  TWINS. 

I  cannot  find  tnat  my  genealogist , Or.  Bailey  Eulton  Oavis,Sr», 
of  Kentucky,  ever  gave  me  the  dates    when  will  written  or  probated, 
Will  of  Jonn  Berry,  Mercer  Co  Kentucky  Book  1  page  £14,  mentions 
wife  Anne,  daughters  Peggy  and  Rachel;  administered  by  Rachel  Berry, 
Senior  and  Robert  Mitchell.    However,  I  thinK  this  is  the  John 
Berry  who  married  Ann  Mitchell  Aug.  lb,  17db  in  Mercer  Co.KentucKy. 
Also,  that  Rachel  Berry, senior  was  mother  of  John,  and  also  the 
wife  of  Richard  Berry,  of  Washington  Co.,  KentucKy  Will  written 
August  ly,  1797.    However,  i  ao  no%  understand  the  reference  to 
"John  Berry1 s  two  children"  in  that  will.    For  as  1  said  above, 
this  Jonn  haa  only  been  married  one  year  at  time  of  Richard's 
Will  was  written. 

May  I  be  put  on  mailing  list  for  yourwLincoln  Kinsman" 
will  be  glad  to  send  a  checK  for  subscription.    Oo  you  have  any 
baoK  copies  available?    If  you  have  something  that  will  untangle 
this  Berry-Pitman  involvement,  I  will  appreciate  having  it.  Also, 
will  be  glad  to  pay  for  it. 

I  am  wondering  if  John  Berry's  daughter  Rachel  was  the 
one  who  married  Thomas  Pitman  March  30,  1782.     If  so,  he  could  be 
a  brother  of  Richard,  Will  given  a bore,  certainly  not  a  son* 
Also,  could  this  John  be  the  Revolutionary  veteran?  Or  his  father? 

Sincerely  yours, 

Arthur  Hamilton^7^ 


January  3,  1951 


Mr.  Arthur  Hamilton 
1*057  West  165th  St. 
Lewndale ,  California 

Ity  dear  Mr.  Hamilton t 

About  two  yearc  ago  you  corresponded  with  me  with  reference 
to  the  Berry  family  in  which  I  am  very  much  interested  and  inasmuch 
as  I  am  to  be  in  California  in  February  will  be  pleased  to  see  you 
and  talk  with  you  about  the  history  of  the  family  if  I  happen  to  be 
in  the  community  idhere  you  reside* 

I  start  at  San  Diego  the  first  of  February  and  will  be  in 
California  until  the  third  week  of  February,  being  in  Lorn  Angeles 
the  week  of  February  5th.   Let  me  know  if  I  may  have  the  opportunity 
of  Being  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 


IAWtJK 


Director 


4057  West  165th  Street, 
Lawndale,   (Los  Angeles  bounty), 
California, 

January  7,  1951. 

Dr.  Louis  A,  Warren,  Director, 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren; 

1  would  suggest  that  a  comfortable  place  to  visit  in 
Los  Angeles  is  the  very  informal  library  of  Society,  Sons  of  the 
Kevolution,  437  South  Hope  street,  Los  Angeles  17.  Mr.  ueorge  «$. 
Wetherald,  jr.,  and  Mrs.  Tafe  are  in  charge  of  the  library,  in  which 
you  oan  smoke  and  talk  if  you  wish.  Mr.  Wetherald  is  interested  in  my 
Berry-Pitman  connection.    While  I  work  at  Columbia  ^teel  Company, 
week  days,  and  usually  go  to  Los  Angeles  Saturdays,  I  will  be  very  glad 
to  arrange  to  meet  you  at  the  Library  on  Hope  street,  as  we  can  there 
put  our  fingers  on  any  particular  Berry  family,  without  having  to  look 
around  for  notes.    I  am  hopeful  that  you  can  give  me  some  leads  as  to 
which  of  the  numerous  Berry  families  1  probably  belong. 

In  MA  History  of  the  Pioneer  families  of  Missouri",  by  Bryan 
and  *tose,  St.  Louis,  1876;  page  179-180,  St.  ^harles  County:  pitman: 
"The  grandfather  of  the  Pitman  families  of  St.  Charles  and  Montgomery 
counties  eame  to  America  with  the  Perm  colony  in  1681;  but  he  afterward 
settled  in  Campbell  county,  Virginia.  His  grandchildren  were:  William, 
Thomas,  John,  and  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Hall  and  Mrs.  ^ill,  whose  first 
names  we  could  not  obtain.  William  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
Kentucky,  on  the  Daniel  Boone  order.    He  lived  and  died  in  that  state  . 
THOMAS  MARRIED  A  MISS  BERRY,  of  WARREN  COUNTY,  KENTUCKY,  and  they  had 
five  sons,  and  several  daughters.    One  of  the  daughters  named  Rachel, 
married  Christopher  Hutchings,  who  settled  in  St.  Charles  county  in  1811." 

page  313,  Callaway  county, Missouri;  Berry: 

Richard,  Edward,  iJ'rank,  John  and  RACHEL  Berry  were  the  children  of 
an  English  family  that  settled  in  Kentucky.  Richard  married  polly  .awing, 
by  whom  he  had  -  iJ'rank,  Caleb,E. ,  John,  Edward  G. ,  Richard  jr,  Samuel  H, 
Robert  M. ,  Elizabeth,  Nancy,  Margaret  and  Mary  J. 

page  30b,  Callaway  County:  Berry: 

Richard,  Edward,  urank,  John  and  RACHEL  Berry  were  the  children  of 
an  English  family  that  settled  in  Kentucky  at  an  early  date,  tficnard 
Berry  married  Polly  Ewing,  and  settled  in  Darst*s  Bottom,  St.  ^harles 
county, Missouri  in  18S0.  Three  years  later  he  removed  to  urand  prairie, 
Callaway  county. 

The  Lineage  of  Lincoln  -  Wm  E  Barton  iy29;  page  357,  Marriage  Bonds  of 
the  Sparrow  family:  (17)  Richard  -Berry  and  Polly  ^wing.  tfontf  of  Oct  10, 
1794  signed  by  tfichard  Berry  and  Archibald  Bilbo,  un  reverse  side  of  the 
certificate  Archibald  Bilbo  stated  that  Polly  &wing  is  of  age.  polly 
awing  is  indexed  as  CALL I  EWING,  and  this  name  was  sometimes  thought  to 
have  been  intended  for  SALLY.  'i'he  Marriage  Bond  is  plain, however,  in 
making  it  POLLY. 
Lixstai 
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Lincoln  Co., Kentucky  Marriages:  1780-1851;  Annie  Walker  Burns, 
p.  55,  THOMAS  PITMAN  -  KACHEL  BERRY,  March  30,1782  -  no  bondsman, 
(my  great-great-grandparents ) • 

Research,  by  Dp.  Davis:  Lincoln  ^o. , Kentucky,  at  Stanford  Oourt  Rouse; 
May  term,  1809  Thomas  Pitman  versus  William  Thompson.  A  suit  concering 
whether  payment  for  goods  obtained  by  Thomas  Pitman  should  be  paid  for 
in  Philadelphia  currency  of  Kentucky  money.    There  are  a  number  of 
receipts; 

On  13  January  1798  Thomas  Pitman  bought  goods  from  William  Thompson 
and  RICHARD  3SRRY  went  on  hitman's  bond. 

In  the  County  Clerk's  office  a  personal  inspection  of  Marriage  Bond  of 
Thomas  pitman  and  Rachel  Berry  did  not  have  any  consents  of  parents  on  it. 

Washington  County, Kentucky,  Will  Book  A  page  134  -  written  19  august 
1797  probated  December  4,  1798.  WILL  OF  RICHARD  BJURRI.   (Note  above, he 
signed  bond  for  Thomas  hitman  13  January  1798).  Styles  himself  as  being 
of  Washington  County,  Kentucky,  sons, Richard,  jr  and  i'rancis  Berrr  y  to 
have  tract  of  land  apiece  "laid  off  by  Archibald  Bilbo  and  which  they 
have  improved";  "my  beloved  wife,  Rachel  Berry"  to  have  plantation  HI 
now  live  on*;  "My  son, Edward";  "my  seven  children,  Joanna;  Sarah, 
Rachel,  Richard,  Francis,  Jane  and  Edward".  MMy  son  wi chard  to  make  sale 
of  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Doctors  fork  in  Mercer  oounty  for  use  and 
benafit  of  John  Berry's  two  children",  (relationship  not  set  forth  but 
this  is  the  John  Berry  no  doubt  who  left  two  infant  heirs  and  a  Richard 
Berry  helped  settle  estate).  Witnesses:  James  nyan, Richard  B.Brumfield, 
William  Srumfield.  on  page  427,  March  30,1799,  the  appraisal  committee 
made  report  and  they  were  as  follows:  John       Laughlin, George  Hupp. 
William  Southern,  MORDiSCAI  LINCOLN,  (uncle  of  the  ^resident;. 

Will  BookC  page  346.  Richard  Berry's  sale  (evidently  Hichasd, junior ) 
September  13,  1821;  Margaret  Berry,  administratrix;  and  bought  most  of 
the  articles;  October  20,1827  Margaret  Thomas  and  William  Thomas, her 
husband,  made  report  of  administration  of  Richard  Berry's  estate. 

will  Book  c  page  362;  Edward  Berry (s  Will;  He  lived  in  County  of  \ran  Buren, 
MISSOURI;  son  Richard  Berry  was  to  have  three  slaves;  William, son, two 
slaves;  daughter  Mary  Ann  Mitchell  and  children;  daughter  Naomi  Redding 
and  children;  daughter  Amanda  Buckley  and  children;  grandson  John 
Edward  Pendleton.  Written  11  July  1843  probated  uot.  23,  1843. 

Deed  Book  K  page  419;  Richard  Berry's  heirs  to  tfeorge  ulements , August  20, 
1829; signed  by  Thomas  and  ^aria  Brown; Richard  P.Wright  and  Margaret 
Wright;  William  and  Louisa  Hundley;  nichard  Berry; Gust avus  Berry; 
William  Berry ;Martha  Berry. 

Washington  Co  Ky  Marriages:  Book  1;  page  30  i?'rancis  Berry  -  Betsey 
Braselton  Nov. 24, 17 99 -bondsman  Isaac  Braselton 
p.  71  Morris  Berry  -  Peggy  Simms  June  24,1806 
p  129.  James  Berry  -  Nancy  Baird  July  13,1814 

p  5.  Jane  Berry  -  Daniel  Mitchell  ^ec  29,1794, bondsman  Richard  Berry 
p  41.  Gracey  Berry  -  Berry  Janes  Nov  4,  1801 
p  91.  Rachel  Berry  -  Robert  Buckler. 

Mercer  Co  Ky  Marriages;  Annie  Walker  Burns; 

p  9  Reuben  Berry  -  Syne  a  Tetheringilie  Feb  20,1794 

Kiohard  Berry-  Cally  Ewing, bondsman  Rice  lowing,  Oct  22,  1794 

Rainey  L. Berry-Mary  Jane  Russell  Oct  26,iS5o 
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William  Berry  -  Nancy  Hall  Deo  31,  1808  -bondsman  J  Hale 
John  Berry  -  Ann  Mitchell,  Aug  lb,  1786. 

Mr,  Davis  investigations: 

Lincoln  Go  Ky  Will  Boot  A  1780,  1791  page*  9.  Will  of  James  Berry 
written  March  ±0,1781  probated  Jan  10,  1782  wife  Christina  and 
daughter  Elizabeth.  Provisions  made  for  posthumous  child. 

iafcx 

Will  Book  A  page  189  John  Berry, Will  written  August  10,178y  probated 
July  2u,  1790,  James  and  William;  Joseph  and  John; wife  Hannaji  Berry 
daughters  Betsy,Poily, Sally, Hannah, Peggy  and  Jane* 

Mercer  Co  Ky  Win  Book  j.  pa^e  87.  March  10,1792  Robert  Mitchell, 
appraisement,  ibid  Oct  8,1790  probated  October  179o,  wife  Anne, 
daughters  Peggy  and  Rachel,  execut&jfcx  RACHEL  BERRY  SENIOR  and  Rouert 
Mitchell;  witnesses  Thos.Gash,  *ii chard  Berry, Eiiz.-fcwing, Polly  tferry. 

Oct  Court  lsol  John  Berry  Account.  Executor  Robert  Mitchell  and 
Richard  Berry. 

Virginia  Grants, Kentucky, 1782-1792: 

Richard  Berry  200  acres  Bk  1  p  6  surveyed  May  0,  1781  Lincoln  Go  &y 
south  fork  of  Doctor's  fork. 

Richard  tferry  600  acres  Bk  0  p  4U1  surveyed  Max-ch  22,1784  Jefferson  Co 
Ky  on  -Beech  fork 

John  Berry  bOO  acres  Bk  9  p  176  surveyed  Deo  27,1782  Lincoln  G0  Ky 
Chaplains  forK 

Old  Kentucky  Grants  1793-18ob; 

Richard  Berry  4=9  1/4  acres  Bk  o  p  iio  surveyed  Dec  27,1793  Mercer  Co  Ky 

Doctor's  fork. 

Lincoln  Entries  1779-1787; 

Ki chard  Berry  200  acfes  BK  1  p  123  surveyed  May  2,  1781  south  fork  of 
Doctors  fork 

Richard  Berry  400  acres  Bk  1  p  3D9  surveyed  iJ'eb  10,1783  near  Spring 
Richara  Berry  406  1/2  acres  Bk  2  p  53  surveyed  Feb  2,1784  no  watercourse 

Suggestion  by  Dr.  Davis  for  future  investigation:  Lincoln  Co  Kentucky: 
iSquity  and  Uomraweaith  suits;  February  Term  1811  John  Berry  versus 
P.  Madison 's  Heirs.  -  Rachel  I Berry)  Pitman  gave  middle  name  of  MADISON 
to  oldest  son.  This  may  show  the  connection. 

peg.#'tfar  Soldiers, etc  who  lived  in  Kentucky  counties: Annie  walker  Burns, 
p  la  William  Berry,  Rev.  soldier  served  under  Capt.  Joseph  Bowman's 
Company  Jan  24,1778  at  Harrodsburg  and  neighboring  stations. 
Jage  26  James  Berry  «ev  Soldier  served  under  Capt  John  Holder's 
Company  ^une  10,1779  in  Madison  county  and  near  Boone s borough. 


Arthur  Hamilton 


January  18,  1951 


Mr.  Arthur  Basil  ton 
kOTi  «eet  l65&h  Street 
Lawndale,  California 

My  dear  i4r.  Basil  ton: 

I  was  happy  indeed  to  hear  from  you  and  know  that  when 
ve  meet  in  Los  Angeles  we  will  have  much  to  tails:  about.    X  cannot 
tell  you  just  now  when  I  will  he  free  as  my  engagements  are  made 
for  toe  by  our  Los  Angeles  office  and  I  will  not  know  until  ay 
arrival  just  when  X  will  he  free.    X  will,  however,  attempt  to  get 
in  touch  with  you  after  arriving  in  Los  Angeles. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 
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August  29,  1952 


Mrs.  F.  G»  Irwin 

317  West  6th  Street,  Shorey 

Iforth  Topeka,  Kansas 

Jfcr  dear  Mrs.  Irwin: 

I  was  very  pleased  iade^l  to  receive  your  letter  and  I 
think  possibly  the  relationship  which  you  have  with  the  Hanks  family 
may  have  been  through  the  Mitchells  o    Robert  Mitchell  married 
I£aoni  Shipley  and  James  Hanks  married  Lucy  Shipley,  the  mother  of 
Hancy  Hanks  Lincoln.    If  you  follow  through  the  Shipley  lead  you 
may  find  what  you  were  after* 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 


BOYLE  COUNTY  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 


W.  P.  BOARD,  ATTENDANCE  DFFICER 


DANVILLE,  KENTUCKY 


June  16,195U 


Mr. Louis  A. War ran 
Fort  T'Vorth,Ind. 
•Dear  Sir: 

I  am  writing  to  yon  for  some  information.  In  on  e  of  the  Pamphlets  you  sent 
me  I  noticed  the  name  of  T%itehouse  mentioned  several  times  as  being  related 
to  Lincoln,        My  mother  was  a  Whitehouse ,her  father  being  Austin  ^Tiitehouse  and 
it  has  always  been  my  understanding  that  his  mother  was  a  half  sister  of  Nancy 
Hanks. I  aim  not  sure  of  the  name  of  my  grandfather  s    father  sSSSBS.    My  g- father 
^as  born  December  25>,l8l9.     It  would  certainly  be  appreciated  if  you  could  give 
me  any  further  information.     I  noticed  in  one  of  the  booklets, I  believe  it  was 
in  yours  that  the  name  of  the  Rev.  J.  J.7/hitehouse  was  mentioned  as  being  a  close 
relation  of  Lincoln's  mother. 

If  I  could  get  his  address  I  might  be  able  to  get  some  information 
on  the  Sparrow-V/hitehouse  relations. 

Thanking  you  nfor  any  information  you  may  give  me. 

Sincerely, 


June  25,  1954 


Mr*  W.  P.  Board.  Attendance  Officer 
Boyle  County  Public  Schools 
Danville,  Kentucky 

VSy  dear  Mr.  Board: 

If  you  will  write  to  Bev.  J.  J.  Whitehouse,  456  Locust 
Street,  Carlisle,  Kentucky,  I  think  he  can  give  you  the  information 
you  are  after  with  reference  to  Lucy  Shipley  Hanks  and  her  relation 
to  the  President. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 
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